Shevardnadze in Bonn 

BONN (AP) — Soviet Foreign Minister Eduard Shevardnadze arrived 
Friday hi Bonn anld cautious praise from West German leaders over a 
Kranfin proposal to unilaterally cut Us tactical nuclear arsenal. The visit 
comes one day after Soviet President Mikhail Gorbachev announced new 
arms redaction proposals during a meeting with U.S. Secretary of State 
Jamas Baker in Moscow (See story below). Shevardnadze arrived at 
Cologne- Bonn airport and went directly to the federal chancellor's office in 
Bonn for talks with Chancellor Helmut Kohl. He was greeted by West 
German Foreign Minister Hans- Dietrich Genschcr, who said he bdieved 
the visa M comes at an important" time. “I think that it will deepen not only 
our bilateral relations, hot also improve East-West Motions," Geoscber 
said- Kohl welcomed the Soviet proposals earlier Friday hot also urged the 
Seme* Union to take farther steps to rlhntnate its superiority in 
conventional and nuclear forces. “This proposal is certainly a step hi the 
right direction," Kohl said In a statement. 
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Israel seeks $3 billion from U.S. 

TEL AVIV (R) — brad on Friday made its annual request for S3 billion in 
aid to the United Stales and U.S. Ambassador William Brown said he felt 
sure it would be granted without political conditions. Finance Minister 
Shimon Peres asked for the aid — the amount unchanged for the fourth 
successive year — at a meeting with Brown. Israel receives by far the 
largest slice of U-5- foreign aid. Brown said he did not think the Bush 
administration or congress would use aid as a lever to force Israeli 
1 'concessions" in response to the Palestinian uprising in the occupied West 
Rank and Gaza Strip. He also said the request would probably be approved 
despite efforts to cut the giant U.S. budget deficit. “The basic, fundamental 
sentiment... remains of staunch, unswerving support for Israel and an 
appreciation of its security needs," Brown told Israel Radio. Peres 
expressed confidence the request would he granted and said a peace 
settlement might some day reduce the need for aid. 
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King: U.S. serious 
in peace efforts 


By a Jordan Times Staff Writer with agency dispatches 

AMMAN — The administration of U.S. 
President George Bush is serious in its efforts 
to achieve peace in the Middle East, His 
Msyesty King Hussein was quoted as saying 
‘ Saturday. 


In remarks published by the 
French weekly Le Figaro, ex- 
cerpts of which were earned by 
the Jordan News Agency. Petra, 
the King said all indications were 
that both the United States and 
the. Soviet Union were willin g to 
cooperate and launch joint di- 
plomatic moves towards finding 
peaceful settlements to current 
international conflicts. 

The King welcomed the recent 
meeting between French Presi- 
dent Francois Mitterrand and 
Palestine President Yasser Arafat 
as an effective and positive con- 
tribution to Middle East peace 
efforts. The King said peace in 
the region could not be achieved 
if the rights of the Palestinians 
were ignored. ' 

The King, underlining that the 


Palestinian problem was the crux 
of the Middle East conflict, reaf- 
firmed Jordan's support for the 
Palestine Liberation Organisa- 
tion (FLO) as the sole legitimate 
representative of the Palestinian 
people. 

The King emphasised the need 
for to initiate dialogue among the 
various factions in Lebanon to 
work out a durable settlement 
that guarantees the unity and 
sovereignty of the country. Ex- 
pressing regret over the con- 
tinuing violence in Lebanon, the 
King said it was an Arab respon- 
sibility to find an end to the strife 
there. 

The King's comments on su- 
perpower role in Middle East 
peace efforts followed talks in 
Moscow this week between U.S. 


Secretary of State James Baker 
and Soviet Foreign Minister 
Eduard Shevardnadze on region- 
al conflicts, including the Arab- 
fsraeli conflict. 

According to Soviet Foreign 
Ministry spokesman Gennady 
Gerasimov, the Soviet Union 
proposed that the superpowers 
meet Israel and the PLO in four- 
party talks on the Middle East. 

Shevardnadze made the sug- 
gestion Wednesday during the 
opening day of talks with Baker, 
Gerasimov said. 

He said the idea was not in- 
tended to supplant a long-stand- 
ing Soviet call for a United Na- 
tions-organised international 
peace conference on the Middle 
East, but was made as an addi- 
tional suggestion. 

“If Israel and the PLO could 
get together at the negotiating 
table this would be the most 
important step." Gerasimov told 
a news conference. 

“Why not try to organise a 
meeting of Israel, representatives 
of the PLO and representatives of 
the Soviet Union and the United 
States for four-sided talks?" 



OAU chief Bush proposes ‘open skies’... 


in Dakar on 

mediation 

mission 


DAKAR (R) —-Hie bead of the 
Organisation of African Unity 
(OAU) shuttled Friday between 
Mauritania and Senegal to . 
mediate a dispute behind 
ethnic riots that killed hun- 
dreds of people Iasi mouth. 

- . General Monssa Traore of 
Mali Dew into the Senegalese 
capital Dakar early in the 
afternoon after brief talks is 
Mauritania with President 
Mohammad Maaouya Quid 
SRTahmad Taya. 

“We agreed that such a 
si (nation should never happen 
again,” Traore told reporters 
after a one-hour meeting in 
Nouakchott with Colonel Taya. 

. Diplomats in West Africa 
speculated that Traore would 
try to arrange an early meeting 
between the leaders of the two 
states on neutral ground. 

In Dakar. Traore was ex- 
pected to hold talks with Sene- 
galese President Abdou Dmuf 
focusing on Senegal's request 
for an OAU commission of 
inquiry into the dispute. 

Senegal was also expected to 
ask Traore’s hdp with the ear- 
ly repatriation of some 71 Sene- 
galese seriously wounded in the 
riots whom Senegal says are 
stiU in Mauritania. 

I The riots spread as decades 
of simmering racial tension 
surfaced between black Sene- ! 
gakse and mostly fight-skinned 
Moms, dominant in Mauri- 
tania. 

Previous mediation attempts 
by French -and West African 
envoys have failed. to defuse the ; 
tension. Each government has ! 
accused the other of expelling 
its own nationals since the riot- 
ing began. Mauritania has de- 
manded compensation for 
Mauri tanan property seized in 


WASHINGTON (Agencies) — 
President George Bush proposed 
Friday an “open skies" policy 
with the Soviet Union, under 
which each country would be 
permitted to overfly the other’s 
territory and monitor military 
activities. 

In a major speech outlining his 
goal -to “welcome the Soviet Un- . 
ion back into the work! order,” 
the president also said he would 
be willing to ease a 17-year-old 
law, called the Jackson-Vanik 
Measure, that ties trade with the 
Soviet Union to emigration 
policy. 

"The United States now has as 
its goal much more than simply 
containing Soviet expansionism 
— we seek the integration of the 
Sovier Union into the community 
of nations,” the president said in 
a speech announcing his adminis- 
tration's policy principles for 
U.S.-Soviet relations. 

In his first major speech on 
east-west relations as president. 
Bush also called on Soviet leader 
Mikhail Gorbachev to explicitly 
renounce the Brezhnev Doctrine 
under which Moscow claims the 
right to intervene in the inremal 


affairs of its East European allies. 

Bush said he was impressed by 
the political and economic re- 
forms pursued by Gorbachev. 

"Mr. Gorbachev, don't stop 
now.” he declared. 

Bush, who has been accused by 
Moscow of foot-dragging by de- 
laying on arms reductions talks 
while awaiting the results of an 
internal policy review, declared it 
was time for “a new (U.S. I policy 
for the 1990s — one that recog- 
nises the full scope of change 
taking place around the world, 
and in the Soviet Union itself." 

Bush made it dear he was not 
yet convinced that the changes 
wrought by Gorbachev were 
permanent and he pledged to 
maintain American vigilance. 

"Let no one doubt our sincere 
desire to see perestroika continue 
and succeed,” he said using the 
Russian word for Gorbachev's 
programme of restructuring 

“But the national security of 
America and our allies is not 
predicated on hope. It must be 
based on deeds. We look for 
enduring, ingrained economic 
and political change,” he added. 

Bush made no mention of Gor- 


bachev's recent arms reduction 
proposals including Thursday's 
pledge to unilateraly cut 500 
short-range nuclear arms from 
the Warsaw Pact's in, 000- 
weapon arsenal or his announce- 
ment at the United Nations last 
December that he would trim 
Moscow's armed forces bv 
500.000. 

He also made no reference to 
an internal NATO row over the 
wisdom of talks with Moscow on 
reducing short-range nuclear 
weapons. Bush opposes such 
talks, but most of the alliance is 
backing a West German call for 
early talks. 

Bush offered a list of chal- 
lenges he said Moscow must 
meet. 

He said the Warsaw Pact re- 
duce its conventional military 
forces, which now outnumber 
NATO’s by better than fwo to 
one. 

He said the Kremlin must 
adhere to its World War 11 
pledge to respect self-determina- 
tion in Eastern and Central 
Europe. 

“In short, tear down the iron 
curtain.” Bush said. 


...as NATO welcomes Soviet move 


The two governments have 
blamed each other for the riot- 
ing, sparked by a minor border 
incident April 9. 


BRUSSELS (Agencies) — North 
Atlantic Treaty Organisation 
(NATO) allies Friday welcomed 
Soviet President Mikhail Gor- 
bachev’s proposal to unilaterally 
cut 500 short-range nuclear 
weapons and called on Moscow' 
not to stop there. 

“We consider reduction in 500 
weapons alone as a welcome, 
positive, but rather modest step,” 
NATO said in a statement after 
U.S. Secretary of State James 
Baker discussed his two-day trip 
to Moscow with senior officials of 
the 15 other NATO nations. 

NATO has already removed 
2,400 nulcear arms in the past 
decade, the statement said. . 

"Our levels are much lower 
than those of the Soviet Union,” 
it said, adding that NATO looks 
to Moscow to make further “re- 
ductions in its unwarranted su- 
periority.” 

NATO estimates the Soviet 
Union has 1,450 short-range nuc- 
lear missile launchers in Europe, 
compared to 88 for the Western 
alliance. 


Prior to his talks here Friday. 
Baker called on the Soviet Union 
to make more unilateral cuts in 
short-range nuclear forces (SNF) 
beyond those announced 
Thursday. 

Asked if he was reconsidering 
U.S. opposition to the talks, Bak- 
er said: “Maybe it’s time for more 
unilateral reductions on the part 
of the Soviet Union. That would 
be welcome." 

He said Thursday night Gor- 
bachev’s gesture was not enough 
to draw Washington into talks 
urged by West Germany and other 
allies on cutting NATO and War- 
saw Pact short-range forces. 

Baker rejected a reporter's 
suggestion that Gorbachev had 
“sandbagged” him — an Amer- 
ican term for being thrown off 
guard and deliberately placed in 
an awkward position. 

“We’ve been suggesting un- 
ilateral reduction for some time." 

Baker said Gorbachev's ges- 
ture was “apparently designed for 
public opinion" in Europe. 

He discussed with the allies a 


new challenge by Gorbachev to 
also cut conventional weapons, 
such as tanks, troops and aircraft 
in Europe. 

The NATO meeting was 
attended by seven foreign minis- 
ters. including Baker and Wst 
Germany’s Hans-Dietrich Gens- 
cher, and senior officials of the 16 
NATO nations. 

The Soviet offer to cut 500 
short-range nuclear weapons 
comes at a time when NATO is 
divided over whether to mod- 
ernise its 88 Lance missiles, which 
are based in West Germany. The 
issue is expected to dominate a 
May 29-30 NATO summit. 

After meeting the other minis- 
ters. Baker held private talks with 
Genscher. 

Asked if the two would try to 
solve their dispute and “bury the 
hatchet," Baker replied: “There 
is no hatchet." 

Short-range or tactical nuclear 
weapons are those which travel 
up to 500 kilometres and include 
missile launchers and artillery 
pieces. 


U.S. troops head for Panama 


* WASHINGTON (Agencies) — 
’■* U.S. troop reinforcements began 
leaving for Panama Friday as part 
of President George Bush’s de- 
clared efforts to protect U.S. 
citizens there and work for the 
ouster of de facto leader Manuel 
Antonio Noriega. 

A Pentagon spokesman, Jim 
Kudla, said army troops and 
marines from California and 
North Carolina were at air bases 
awaiting departure. 

Bush, reacting to post-election 
violence in Panama, announced 
the deployment Thursday of 
almost 1.900 troops to augment 
the 10,000 American service per- 
sonnel stationed at U-S. bases in 


the Central American country. 

The president also said he was 
ready to explore ways to entice 
Noriega to step down. 

Diplomatic moves included a 
meeting Friday in Washington of 
the Organisation of American 
States (OAS) to consider Vene- 
zuela’s proposal for OAS foreign 
ministers to discuss the Panama 
situation next Tuesday, diploma- 
tic sources said. 

“T will do what is necessary to 
protect the lives of American 
citizens and we will not be intimi- 
dated by the bullying tactics, 
brutal though they may be, of the 
dictator, Noriega,” Bush said. 
Bush's national security adviser 


described the troop deployment 
as precautionary and said 
Noriega was unlikely to provoke 
a confrontation. 

“He is a thug but he clearly 
operates with some prudence 
when he has to,” Brent Scow- 
croft, the national security advis- 
er, said. “We can always hope he 
will see the error of his ways, and 
we are looking at ways to help 
convince him to recognise the will 
of the Panamanian people.” 

Washington has been applying 
economic and political pressure 
against Noriega since he was in- 
dicted on federal drug-trafficking 
charges in February 1988. 

The United States, Panama’s 


opposition and some Latin Amer- 
ican governments accuse Noriega 
- of stealing Sunday’s election from 
his rivals, who were attacked and 
beaten at a post-election rally 
Wednesday. Panama has since 
nullified the election results. 

Military experts said the 
makeup of the force en route to 
Panama was ideally suited to de- 
fend the more than 40,000 milit- 
ary dependents and U.S. civilians 
who live there, and to intervene 
in any internal strife. 

The United States already has 
nearly 11,000 troops stationed in 
Panama. Bush said Thursday that 
the additional troops would sup- 
port the existing forces. 


Price: Jordan 100 fils; Syria 1 pound; Lebanon I pound; Saudi Arabia 1.50 rivals; UAE 1.50 dirhams; Great Britain 25 pence 

Arab envoys seek firm Beirut trace 


HM King Hussein 

Neither Gerasimov nor U.S. 
officials reported Baker’s re- 
sponse. although Gerasimov said 
the Americans reaffirmed their 
position that the time was not 
right for an international Middle 
East peace conference. 

A U.S. official said Shevard- 
nadze had agreed that an Israeli 
proposal for elections in the occu- 
pied West Bank and Gaza Strip 
was “worthy of attention." but he 
said a number of points remained 
unclear. 

Officials said they had reiter- 
ated the U.S. view that Moscow 
should take steps including res- 
toring full diplomatic relations 
with Israel to “earn the right” to 
an active role in the Middle East. 

{Continued on page 2) 


BEIRUT (Agencies) — Arab 
League envoys shuttled across 
the dividing green line Friday, 
trying to mediate rival demands 
over where the Arab military 
observers to monitor a ceasefire 
should be deployed. 

The truce, the fifth in over two 
months of fighting, held with 
minor shelling fired from posi- 
tions in West Beirut falling onto 
the coast of the Christian enclave 
north of the city. 

Two Israeli jets panicked tense 
Lebanese by breaking the sound 
barrier over Beirut, playing on 
fears of fresh artillery bombard- 
ments after a day-old ceasefire. 

There was general relief when 
radio news bulletins assured 
listeners that the ceasefire, bro- 
kered by the Arab mediation 
team, was still in place. 


Lebanon’s warring factions 
agreed Thursday to halt their 
artillery duels which have killed 
over 350 people in the past two 
months. 

But many Beirut residents, still 
numbering over a million after a 
mass exodus to escape the worst 
artillery battles in 14 years of civil 
war. remained sceptical of how 
long the truce would last. 

Shops were filled with people 
stocking up on supplies. Banks 
opened" and street vendors were 
busy selling fruit and vegetables. 
But many families also worked to 
fill sandbags and stack up slabs of 
concrete to protect homes and 
businesses. 

The Arab League team, 
headed by league Assistant 
Secretary-General Lakhdar Ibra- 
himi. met militia chieftain Nabih 


Bern as part of its shuttle di- 
plomcy to make the truce perma- 
nent. 

“We discussed ways to enforce 
the ceasefire and lasting solutions 
to the Lebanese crisis so as to 
avoid the recurrence of prob- 
lems.” Ibrahimi said after the 
meeting. 

Ibrahimi said his talks aim at 
"stabilising the security situation 
to allow the Arab committee to 
deal with Lebanon's political 
problems.” 

He would not answer repor- 
ters’ questions. 

Sources in the cabinet of acting 
Premier Salim A1 Hoss, speaking 
on condition of anonymity, said 
the Arab envoys were discussing 
conflicting demands about the 
deployment of the Arab observer 


force organised by the league. 

There are "two main deploy- 
ment plans, one proposed by 
Syria and the other by (Hoss rival 
and military commander Michel) 
Aoun.” said one source. "They 
are concentrating their talks on a 
compromise plan accepted by all 
the parties.” 

The plan, according to the 
source, calls for deploring the 
observers at ports in the Christian 
enclave to try to prevent ships 
carrying weapons and ammuni- 
tion from re-supplying Aoun's 
forces. 

Aoun, in a counter-proposal, 
called for their deployment along 
Lebanon’s extensive border with 
Syria and at Beirut airport in the 
city’s western sector, according to 
the source. 


Israelis kill Gazan, flex muscles in Go 


OCCUPIED JERUSALEM (RJ 
— - Israeli troops shot dead a 
Palestinian protesting at an ear- 
lier army killing and wounded 10 
people in ihe occupied territories 
Friday, residents said. 

In the occupied Golan Heights, 
hundreds of soldiers and police 
patrolled villages in a rare show 
of strength to stem demonstra- 
tions. 

Gaza City residents said sol- 
diers killed Mahmoud AJ Akra, 
24, and wounded two of his 
friends when they broke a curfew 
to stone troops in protest at the 
killing of a Palestinian teenager 
by the army Thursday night. 

“Tomorrow there will probably 
be a protest over Al Akra's death 
then someone else will be killed 
and so on, and so on. It’s a 
never-ending cycle.” one Gazan 
told Retuers. 

The strip's 650,000 residents 
spent their fourth consecutive day 
under a curfew imposed to fore- 


stall violence during an Israeli 
holiday period. 

Elsewhere in the Gaza Strip, 
troops shot and wounded at least 
four demonstrators and fired 
tear-gas at residents of Jabalya 
refugee camp who ignored the 
curfew and marched to Friday 
prayers, witnesses said. 

In the West Bank town of 
Ramallah. a 17-vear-old Palesti- 
nian stone-thrower was said by 
hospital officials to be critically ill 
after troops shot him in the 
abdomen. 

Sources said an Arab youth 
was wounded in the leg during 
the Ramallah clash, another was 
shot in Herbon and one in the 
village of Shuweika. 

On the Golan Heights hun- 
dreds of troops, police and para- 
military border police patrolled 
four Arab villages to stop resi- 
dents joining in protests. 

Witnesses in Majda! Shams 
said the patrols kept the villagers 


in their homes. But the villagers 
shouted anti-Israel slogans from 
their rooftops as members of the 
Syrian Children's Movement cal- 
led from across rhe frontier for 
them to demonstrate. 

One villager was arrested for 
watching the Syrian rally from his 
home through binoculars, neigh- 
bours said. 

Jewish settlers in Hebron set 
fire to an Arab-owned car and 
scuffled with a Palestinian cam- 
eraman who tried to film the 
incident, journalists in the area 
said. 

Settler dashes with Palesti- 
nians have risen sharply in recent 
weeks. 

Israel Radio said an Israeli 
motorist was slightly injured Fri- 
day when his vehicle was attacked 
by Palestinians. 

Gaza lawyer Khaled Al Kidra 
has protested to Israeli military 
authorities about their trying 
alleged protesters during the cur- 


few when their attorneys cannot 
travel to court, the Palestinian 
daily Al Nahar reported. 

A Muslim fundamentalist 
group has called on Palestinians 
to stage genera! strikes and con- 
front Israeli forces next week. 

The Islamic Jihad in Palestine 
in a statement distributed in 
Beirut declared that Monday 
should be “a day of confrontation 
and general escalation to assert to 
the enemy our determination to 
uproot it and its state.” 

It said the protests were to 
coincide with the 41st anniversary 
of the Jewish state. 

The group also urged Palesti- 
nians to stage a general strike 
next Wednesday and attack and 
drive out Israeli army patrols. 

Islamic Jihad in Palestine cal- 
led for another general strike ir. 
the territories Sunday to mourn 
the deaths ' of five Palestinians 
April 13 during an array raid on 
the West Bank village of Nahalin. 
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O assembly votes 
inst PLO admission 


GENEVA (AP) — The annual 
assembly of the World Health 
Organisation (WHO), after hear- 
ing a dramatic appeal by the 
WHO chief executive “not to 
jeopardise” the agency's future. 
Friday voted against immediate 
admission of the Palestine Li- 
beration Organisation (PLO) as 
the 167th WHO member state. 

In a secret ballut. unsuccessful- 
ly opposed by Arab states, tbe 
meeting voted 80-49 against con- 
sidering a Nicaraguan proposal 
designed to replace a compromise 
draft that would defer a decision 
on the PLO bid until next year. 
There were 19 abstentions. 

J The United States, which funds 
tme fourth of the WHO’s regular 
budget, has threatened to cease 
its financial support if the PLO. 
which now has non-voting obser- 
ver status, is admitted as full 
■member. 

Washington and its Western 
allies hold that the “State of 
Palestine, proclaimed last 
.Novemebr by the PLO legislative 


Ixjdy, does not fulfill interna- 
tionally accepted criteria of state- 
hood, including control of a de- 
fined territory. U.S. Secretary of 
State James A. Baker warned 
that admission would harm the 
Middle East peace process and 
the entire U N. system. 

After throwing out the Nicara- 
guan proposal the assembly pro- 
ceeded to vote on the comprom- 
ise text, submitted by nine West- 
ern and Third World countries 
which would combine deferral 
with a call for more aid to resi- 
dents of the Israeli-occupied ter- 
ritories. 

Arab delegations, joined by 
Cuba and Nicaragua, had argued 
that the compromise proposal 
had no relationship with the ap- 
plication and called for an im- 
mediate vote. 

Nicaragua then submitted what 
it termed its “amendments” to 
the compromise proposal which 
would make it tantamount to an 
Arab draft resolution calling on 
the assembly to admit the State of 


Palestine. 

After a half-hour suspension 
requested by Britain, the pro- 
cedural debate continued with 
Arab speakers urging an immedi- 
ate roll-call vote on the “amend- 
ments.” 

They challenged the opinion of 
the assembly's French legal coun- 
sel. Claude Vi goes, who said the 
amendments were virtually iden- 
tical with the Arab draft, and 
might therefore not be receiv- 
able. At times, the assembly was 
trapped in procedural imbroglio 
with Cuba voting for the closure 
of the debate and Libya against. 

WHO Director-General Hiroshi 
Nakajima, who has in vain urged 
the PLO to put off its application, 
called on the assembly earlier 
“not to jeopardise the future of 
our organisation” and agreed to 
the compromise based on his own 
proposals. 

“That future is in your hands,” 
he told' the more than 1,000 dele- 
gates. His statement drew a sharp 
protest from Libya # 


Egypt may scrap $2 billion 
So tank production project 


By John Fullerton 

Reuter 


CAIRO — Egypt may scrap 
g $2 billion plan to produce the 
U.S. M-1A1 battle tank as part of 
a far-reaching review of defence 
spending, military sources said. 

. Cairo was considering switch- 
ing to co-production of the Soviet 
T-72 tank with iraq instead, they 
told Reuters in interviews during 
the week. 

“The M-1A1 is one of the 
things under review by the new 
defence minister.” said one of the 
sources, a foreign military obser- 
ver. “All major projects are 
being closely scrutinised.” 

. Egypt's Defence Ministry 
spokesman was not available for 
comment. 


•: Egypt is the largest recipient of 
U.S. aid after Israel. 

• The General Dynamics tank is 
-a prestigious symbol of the close 
-military ties that have developed 
between Cairo and Washington 


over the past 10 years. 

It was a favourite project of 
Field Marshal Abdul Halim Abu 
Ghazala until the popular 59- 
year-old soldier was removed 
from his post as defence minister 
last month. 

He was viewed as the second 
most influential personality in 
Egypt after President Hosni 
Mubarak. 

The most vital part of Egypt’s 
$43 billion debt is $4.5 billion 
owed for U.S." military equip- 
ment. Under U.S. law, all U.S. 
grants may cease if arrears on the 
debt extend beyond one year. 
The deadline ends in mid-July. 

The sources said Egypt’s de- 
fence planners were short of 
more than $200 million to match 
U.S. military aid for 1990-1. 

Egypt's M-1AI tank produc- 
tion line, they said, was already at 
least six months behind schedule. 

Under the terms of an agree- 
ment with General Dynamics, the 
first 15 of 555 tanks* are due to 
arrive for trials in 1991. 


The $2 billion would be drawn 
from U.S. military assistance, 
worth about $1.5 billion a year. 

Cairo must additionally find 
some $500 million in hard cash 
and local currency to equip plant 
200 — the factory designed to 
assemble M-lAls and refurbish 
Egypt's existing M-60 tanks and 
M-113 armoured vehicles. 


There would be cancellation 
fees if the M-1A1 was scrapped, 
but these would be minor com- 
pared to the overall savings. 

“If they cancelled now it 
wouldn't cost them much,” said 
Jane's defence weekly military 
editor Chris Foss. 


Some senior Egyptians have 
long had their doubts about the 
M-1A1, the sources said, believ- 
ing it to be excessively costly in an 
area of peace with Israel. 


One Egyptian source said 
Egypt was seriously studying 
possible collaboration with Iraq 
in building the T-72 tank. 



A boy carries his sister and walks alongside the wreckage m „ hit by an artillery shell in Beirut 


Superpowers issue joint 
appeal for Lebanese peace 


MOSCOW (Agencies) — The Soviet Union and 
the United States have together called for a 
ceasefire in Lebanon. 

Soviet Foreign Minister Eduard Shevardnadze 
called the superpower appeal, issued Thursday, 
important but said tbe Soviets were disappointed 
it did not go further. 

The statement* “was the best we could come up 
with," Shevardnadze told reporters, indicating the 
Americans had opposed a more active stance. He 
did not elaborate. 

The document was issued at the end of U.S. 
Secretary of State James Baker's first visit to 
Moscow, during which he held talks with the 
Soviet foreign minister and Soviet President 
Mikhail Gorbachev. 

As distributed by the Soviet news agency TASS, 
the joint statement urges all belligerents in Leba- 
non to cease hostilities, and supports a proposal 
from the Arab League that says a ceasefire should 
first be consolidated as a basis for national 
dialogue and reconciliation in Lebanon. 

The United States and the Soviet Union “are 
prepared to provide good offices so that, joinrly 
with other states, they may promote a political 
solution to the problem of Lebanon, taking into 
consideration the interests of all sides,” the state- 
ment said. 

The superpowers support ‘'Lebanon’s sovereign- 
ty, independence and territorial integrity,” it said. 

Shevardnadze told a news conference at the end 
of Baker's two-day visit that the U.S.-Soviet 
statement was designed to “put an end to blood- 
shed in Lebanon,” but indicated some disappoint- 
ment at its wording. 

‘Of course, you just as we may have a feeling of 
dissatisfaction as concerns the content of this 


statement, bur that was the best wecould come up 
with,” Shevardnadze told reporters. But he added: 
“We also think the fact we issued a joint statement 
... is a factor of no small importance.” 

The Soviet foreign minister said it was possible 
diat sometime in the future the superpowers 
“would be able to come up with more efficient 
ways of exercising influence" on the situation in 
Lebanon. 


Saudi appeal 

Saudi Arabian newspapers Friday urged 
Lebanese antagonists to abide by an Arab League- 
sponsored ceasefire to help re-establish peace in 
Lebanon. 

Commenting on tbe latest ceasefire declared 
Thursday. Ai Madina said this had “aroused hope 
instead of despair in the hearts of many people on 
Arab and international levels.” 

“But this is not enough and the antagonists 
should move quickly to stabilise the ceasefire and 
cooperate fully with the Arab League.” 

It called on Lebanese leaders to respond posi- 
tively to the deployment of Arab observers and 
implement other steps “if they are keen to resolve 
the crisis that threatens the very existence of their 
country.” 

About 320 ceasefire observers from six Arab 
states are due to deploy in Lebanon once the 
ceasefire takes hold. 

Al Riyadh said: "The tragedy will not end until 
all Lebanese parties involved resort to reason and 
make use of Arab efforts to reestablish peace and 
security in Lebanon." 

The paper urged the conflicting sides to “sit 
together and try to reconcile their own desires and 
those of the innocent who have been dragged into 
the dark tunnels.”. 


m 


I Jerash Festival for Arts & Culture invites all 
interested photographers, Jordanians and re- 
sidents, to participate in the photography 
exhibition which will be held during the 
activities of the 8th Jerash Festival for Arts & 
Culture during the period between July 5-20, 
1989 

TERMS OF PARTICIPATION: 

1. The artists may participate with no more than 3 
photos, 

2. Each photo should measure 30x40 cm and should 
be fixed to a frame. 

3. Photos should be coloured or black and white. 

4. Theme: “ASPECTS OF JORDAN” 
a) Bedouin b) Countryside c) City 

5. Photos must depict the Jordanian environment 
and character and must not have been exhibited 
previously. 

6. All photos should indicate the following: 


— name and address of photographer 

— The year photograph was taken 

— Type of film used 
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Type 

(Information should be placed at the back of each 
photo) 

7. All photos will be exhibited at the 8th Jerash 
Festival. 

Kindly submit all entries to: 

THE JORDAN NATIONAL GALLERY OF FINE 
ARTS 

Jebel Weibdeh Park - Tel. 630128 
Deadline for submission June 1, 1989 
Prizes will be awarded for winners and will be 
announced during a special event in the 8th 
Jerash Festival. 


The Young Mustim Women’s Association 
in cooperation with 
the Embassy of Japan 
announces a course in 


1KEBANA 


Japanese flower arrangement 
on Saturday, May 13, 1989 


The course will be taught by the Ohara School of 
Ikebana in Tokyo; beginners and advanced courses 
will be held at the Princess Sarvath College. Diplo- 
mas will be awarded upon the successful completion 
of the course. 


For more information please contact: 
Princess Sarvath College, tel: 689482 
Embassy of Japan, tel: 672487 
Courses will begin on Saturday, May 13, 1989! 
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For the best out of your money 

Advertise in the Jodan Times 


Tel: 667171 - extn: 223 


Arab council on children 
meets in Cairo this week 


CAIRO (Petra) — The Arab 
Council for Childhood and De- 
velopment meets in Cairo 
Wednesday under the chair- 
manship of Prince Talal Ibn 
Abdul Aziz to work out the coun- 
cil’s plan of action for the next 
three years. The council’s plan of 
action will focus on projects de- 
signed to improve children wel- 


fare and to place children's issues 
on top of priorities. 


The Council's secretary general 
Mamdouh Jabr of Egypt, said the 
council works towards identifying 
children’s present and future 
needs, given the fact that children 
constitute 45 per cent of the total 
Arab World population. 


King: U.S. is serious 


(Continued Grom page I) 


The Soviet side gave “an en- 
couraging but not definite re- 
sponse” to that proposal, said 
one unidentified official quoted 
by Reuters. 

Gerasimov said the proposed 
elections could not replace an 
international conference, and 
that there were questions 'about 
who would take part in tile bal- 
loting. 

Palestinian leaders in the occu- 
pied territories have rejected 
elections under Israeli rule. 

“We stressed our idea of hav- 
ing a Middle East conference 
does Qot exclude any other steps, 
but we should act because there is 
bloodshed, people are dying, and 
it would be naive to think that the 
Palestinian people will cease their 
struggle tomorrow,*’ Gerasimov 
said. 


“In any case, there is room for 
further cooperation in this field.” 
he said. “This topic is promising 
in terms of Soviet-American dia- 
logue.” 

In a related development. Bak- 
er has told Israel it must address 
the rights of Palestinians in Arab 
Jerusalem to vote in the proposed 
elections, an Israeli foreign minis- 
try official said Thursday. 


In a letter to Israeli Foreign 
Minister Mosbe Arens last week. 
Baker stressed the U.S. commit- 
ment to exchanging territory for 
peace and said interim arrange- 
ments on the occupied territories 
must be linked to talks on their 
final status. 

He also urged Israel to accept 
international supervision of the 
elections, proposed by Prime 
Minister Yitzhak Shamir. . 


MIDDLE EAST NEWS IN BRIEF 


Bahrain navy destroys mine 


BAHRAIN (Rj — Bahrain Thursday destroyed a mine from the 
Iran-Iraq war found drifting in its territorial waters, official I sources 
said The sources said Bahrain's naval forces spotted the mine 
floating 10 miles north of Sitra on the island's east , coast. One 
Bahraini fisherman was killed and five were injured last January in 
an explosion apparently caused by their boat hitting a mme. His 
death brought the total killed by mines in the Gulf to at least 13. 
Western naval sources estimate up to 200 mines could still be near 
the Iranian and Iraqi coastlines, threatening shipping in the area 
for years to come. 


Shevardnadze to visit Turkey in June 


ANKARA (R) — Soviet Foreign Minister Eduard Shevardnadze 
will pav an official visit to Turkey in June, a senior Foreign 
Ministry official said Thursday. "The Soviets have proposed a June 
visit and we are trying to work out the most suitable dates,” he 
said. Shevardnadze’s visit, expected to take place since last year, 
would be a sign of improved relations between North Atlantic 
Treaty Organisation (NATO) member Turkey and the Soviet 
Union, the official added. Turkey, guarding one third of NATO's 
borders with Warsaw Pact countries, agreed in March to lend the 
Soviet Union half a billion dollars to encourage Soviet importers 
to buy Turkish goods and to finance construction projects by 
Turkish firms. 


Prince Charles visits Turkey mausoleum 


ANKARA (R) — Prince Charles, heir to the British throne, laid a 
wreath at the mausoleum of modem Turkey's founder Friday 
during a one-day private visit to Ankara. “On my first visit to 
Turkey I salute the memory of the founder of a great nation,” he 
wrote io a book at Mustafa Kemal Ataturk’s austere hilltop 
mausoleum. The prince, who is travelling alone, was to meet 
President Kenan Evren and Prime Minister Turgut Ozal, and visit 
Ankara's 3,000-year-oid citadel dating from the Hittites. ■ 


Israeli army sacks colonel 


TEL AVIV ( R) — An Israeli colonel .who ordered soldiers to break 
the arms and legs of Palestinian protesters has been discharged by 
chief of staff Dan Shomron, an army spokesman said Thursday. 
Shomron severely reprimanded Colonel Yehuda Meir, former 
commander of the Nablus district in the occupied West Bank, 
during a disciplinary hearing Tuesday and order be be dismissed, 
the spokesman said- Meir was charged with exceeding his authority 
by ordering soldiers to beat Arabs in the villages of Hawwarah and 
Beita in January 1988, the second month the 17-montb-old 
Palestinian uprising. In Hawwarah. four officers and about 40 
soldiers arrested 12 villagers, tied their hands and feet, shoved rags 
into their mouths and broke their arms and legs with clubs. They 
left the wounded Arabs in an orchard where they beat them, 
witnesses said. A military police investigation, prompted by a 
complaint from the International Committee of the Red Cross and 
a letter from an officer involved in the incident, found that Meir 
was responsible for ordering the beatings. Gtizens Rights Move- 
ment Parliamentarian Yossi Sand expressed outrage that MeiT was 
not court-martiaJled. while more junior soldiers often stood trial 
for less serious offences. 


Somalia frees 6 more prisoners 


MOGADISHU (R) — Somalia said Thursday it had freed six more 
political prisoners jailed for helping rebels fight the government in 
northern provinces. A statement from President Mohammad Siad 
Barre’s office said those released included prisoners jailed for life 
or serving jail terms of up to 30 years. It gave no details but most of J 
the prisoners are known to be from the north of the country, where 
government forces fought pitched battles with rebels of the Somali 
National Movement Iasi year. Somalia said in February it had freed 
more than 200 politic?! prisoners. 


Egypt denies Amnesty charge 


CAIRO (R) — Egypt Thursday denied an Amnesty International 
report that security police had tortured political detainees. “There 
is absolutely no truth in the report. Torture of any kind does not 
exist in Egypt,” said an Interior Ministry source. Amnesty 
International said Wednesday that thousands of detainees had in 
recent years been beaten with whips, burnt with cigarettes, given 
electric shocks and sexually abused. The London-based human 
rights watchdog urged Cairo in a 40-page report to tighten controls 
on treatment of political detainees and allow them swift appear- 
ances in courts if they complained of torture. In Egypt, the Interior 
Ministry source said, court had not proved any torture charges 
against police. He said opponents were given all their rights as 
political detainees and were allowed to appwtl their detentions in 
court. The source said a number of extremists had been arrested 
under emergency laws, but only after having solid information that 
they were plotting terrorist acts. 


Iran polls, referendum to coincide 


NICOSIA ( AP) — Iran’s Interior Minister Ali Akbar Mohtashami 
said Thursday that planned constitutional amendments would be 
presented for approval in a referendum to be held simultaneously 
with the presidential election. The official Islamic Republic News 
Agency, quoted Mohtashemi as saying the Iranian people will be 
voting for or against the amendments “in the same polling booths 
set up for the presidential elections.” President Ali Khamenei's 
second four-year term expires ihis year and elections for a new 
head of state are set for August. He is not eligible for a Third term. 
The only candidate for the presidency declared so far is Parliament 
Speaker Hashemi Rafsanjani. 


Shamir released from hospital 


TEL AVTV (R) — Israeli Prime Minister Yitzhak Shamir was 
released from hospital Friday after two days of routine tests and will 
return to work Sunday to hold the weekly cabinet meeting, his 
office sajd. "Shamir returned home. He feels good. On Sunday he 
wjll dready run the cabinet meeting,” a spokeswoman said. She 
Said Shamir, 73, had a routine check-up in hospital and doctors 
determined he was in good health. He only suffered from fatigue 
due to a overloaded schedule, she said. 



JORDAN TELEVISION 

Tel: 773///.JV 

PROGRAMME ONE 

K i iran 

*5:40 Programme review 

•5:45 Children programme 

17:05 Educational pn igrammc 

17:30 The Friends 

t* 1 ® 0 News summary 

18:05 ... Message Imoi Iraq 

•8:15 A pfciy by Shakespeare 

WilS Local ptrigrimmc 

14:40 Programme review 

20:60 Ncwmo Arabic 

Arabic scries 

2L45 Local programme 

72:2® Arabic pLiv 

23:09 News m Arabic 

23:16 May ccmunucd 

PROGRAMME TWO 

18:00 ... .. . Coulisses 

18:30 DoQiiffresci tfc Lcilres 

IfcOO News jo French 

19*15 Lc lid’Hcuic du Pmcojv 

WJ6 News in Hebrew 

19:45 Natural Phenomena 

2M0 News in Arabic 

2thJ0 Jusl the Ten of us 

_ 21:08 Alfred Hitchcock presents 

"21:30 Saturday Variety Show 

1M0 News in English 

2238 lonesome Do*e 


PRAYER TIMES 

M.-07 Fair 

RS.J5 (Sunrix) DiiE’j 

12:32 Dhuhr 

16:12 A sr 

•9:28 Maghreb 

HkM -fdia 

CHURCHES 

St. Mary of Nazareth Churdl Swdlieh. 
Tel. 811/740 

Assemblies of God Church, Tel. 
632785. 

St. Joseph Church Tel. 6245*1 
Church of the Aunuariation Tel. 
637440. 

De b Salk Church Tel. 661757 
Terrasauta Church Tel. 622366 
Church of (he Annunciation Tel. 
62354!. 

Anglican Omrch Tel. 625383. Td. 
•*28543. 

Armenian Catholic Cfeercb Tel. 
771331. 

Armenian Orthodox Church Tel. 

775261. 

St- Ephraim Church Td. 77175]. 
Amman International Church Tel 

685326. 

Evangelical Lutheran Church Tel: 
811295. 

Rainbow Congregation Tel. £22605. 
The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter. 


Day Saints Tel. 815817. 821264 

WEATHER 

Bulletin supplied by the Department of 
Meteorology. 

A gradual^ rise in temperatures will 
occur and winds will be northeasterly 
moderate, in Aqaba, winds will be 
northerly moderate and seas calm. 

Min./max. temp. 

Amman 11/28 

Aqaba 19/34 

Deserts -13/ 32 

Jordan Valley 15/35 

Yesterday's high temperatures; Am- 
man 24. Aqaba 29. Humidity readings: 
Amman 17 per cent, Aqaba 30 per 
cent. 

USEFUL TELEPHONE 
NUMBERS 

NIGHT DUTY 

AMMAN: 

Dr. 'Adnan AI Dtsi §26660 

Dr. Ahmad AI Daqn 676049 

Dr Jamil Maraqeh 776049 

Dr. Add Dabdoob 893644 

Rraspbannacy 661912 


Fcrdows pharmacy 778336 

AI Ascma pharmacy 637055 

Naitoukh pharmacy 623672 

AiSalam pharmacy 636730 

Yacoub pharmacy 644945 

Shmeisani pharmacy 637660 

1RBID: 

Dr. Ali Al Omari I — ) 

Al Sharaa' pharmacy (985238) 

ZARQA: 

Dr. Maisoun Hanna 985750 

Khalifeh pharmacy 985417 

EMERGENCIES 

Civil Defence Department 6611 1 1 

Civil Defence Immediate 

Rescue 630341 

Civil Defence Emergency 199 

Rescue Pobcc 192. 621 HI. 637777 

Fire Brigade 891228 

Blood Bank 775121 

Highway Police 843402 

Traffic Police 896390 

Pd>6c Security Depannest 630321 

Hotel Complaints 605800 

Wee Complaints 661176 

Water ana Seewemge 

Complaints 897467 

Amman Municipality 

Complaints 787111 

Telephone Information 
(directory assistance) - 121 


Overseas Calls 010230 

Central Amman Telephone 

Repairs 623101 

AbdaJi Telephone Repairs 061 101 

Jordan Television 7731 1 1 

Radio Jordan 774! 1 1 

Water Authority 680100 

Jordan Electricity Authority ...815615 
Electric Power 

Company 636381 

RJ Flight Information 08-53200 

Oucen Alia IntJ. Airport 08-53200 

HOSPITALS 

AMMAN: 

Hussein Medical Centre 813813/32 

khalidi Malemity, J. Amn... 64428(6 
Akilch Maternity. J. Amn.... 642441/2 

Jabal Amman Maternity 642362 

MaShw.J. Amman 636140 

Palestine, Shmeisani 664171/4 

Shmeisani Hospital 069131 

University Hospital S45845 

Al-Muasher Hospital 667227/9 

The Islamic. AbdaM 666127/37 

Al-Ahli, Abdali 664164/6 

1 Kalian. Al-Mubajreen 777101/3 

Al-Bashir. J. Ashrafich 775111/26 

Army, Marka 891611/15 

Queen Alia Hospital 60224050 

Amal Hospital 674155 

ZARQA: - 

Zarqa Govt. Hospital (09)983323 

Zarqa National Hospital .. (09W107I 


Ibn Sina Hospital (09)986732 

DU! ID: 

Princess Basma Hospital .. (02)275555 
Greek Catholic Hospital (02)272275 

Ibn AlNafees Hospital (02)247100 

AQABA: 

Princess Haya Hospital .... (03)51411 1 


FOR THE TRAVELLER 


QUEEN ALIA 
INTERNATIONAL 
AIRPORT 


This information is supplied by Royal 
Jordanian (RJ) information depart- 
ment at the Queen Alia International 
Airport Tel. (08)53200-5. where ir 
should always he verified . 


ARRIVALS 

Royal Jordanian (RJ) nights 
(Terminal 1) 


05:30 Singapore. Kuala Lumpur (RJ) 

6fc55 Baghdad (Rj) 

1W0 Ncew Dedbi(RJ) 

Aqaba (RJ) 

Damascus (RJ) 


16:19 

10:15 

taje 

HfcSfl 

10:55 

11:09 


................ Cairo |RJ). 


...... Karachi. Dubai (RJ) 


Abu Dhabi, Bahrain (RJ) 

“ ‘ ' J) 


.... Dhahrau, Kuwait (RJ) 


16:26 Miami. Vienna (RJ | 

16-JO New York. Montreal (RJ) 

1&20 Athens (RJ) 

18:55 .... Copenhagen, Frankfort (RJ) 

29:40 Tripoli (RJ) 

21:09 Larnaca (RJ) 

Other Flights (Terminal 2) 

10-45 Cairo (MS) 

13*0 Baghdad (IA) 

14:38 Kuwait (KU) 

15:45 Benghazi (LN) 

1705 Riyadh ($ro 

19:05 .,...., - Rennet AZ) 

22:45 Paris. Damascus (AF) 

DEPARTURES 

Royal Jordanian (RJ) Rights 

(Terminal (1) 

07:55,..: — ;.... Aqaba (RJ) 

11:40 Tripoli (RJ) 

12^0 .... Amsterdam. New. York (RJ) 

U:«6 AUheas (RJ) 

12:49 Geneva. Madrid (RJ) 

I£45 Frankfort. Brands (KJ) 

1*98 „ London (RJ) 

13:15 Paris (RJ) 

20:15 : Jeddah (RJ) 

2<fc48 : — ...... Kuwait. Dhahran (RJ) 

2*45 Bahrain. Doha (RJ) 

21 JO ... Abu Dhabi, Dubai (RJ) 

22:15 . — Cairo (RJ) 


Other Flights (Terminal (2) 


11:20 : Cairo (MS) 

14*0 Baghdad (IA) 


I&4S _ Kuwait (LN) 

M*0 Riyadh (SU) 

19*5 Damascus (A Z) 


MARKET PRICES 


Upper/hwcr price in 



Banana 

Banana (Mukammar) ..... 

Beans 

Broad beans 

Cabbage 

Carrots ; 

Cauliflower 

Cucumbers 

Dates 

lam ' 


Lemon 
Lettuce 
Marrow 

Marrow. 

Orange ; 

Onion (dry) ... 

Onion (gteeo) 

Peas 




Potara_ 

.Tomatoes 


fis pec kg. 

... 500 / 400 
... 350 / 300 
... 300 / 250 
... 260/200 
.... '80/ 50 
.... 60/ 40 
... 120/ 90 
160/120 
.... 140/100 
....550/450 
... 100/50 
... 210/170 
460/400 
... 100/ 70 
... 80/ 50 
... 180/120 
... 380/3W 

70/50 
... .100/60 
180 H40 

raoff/.t®' , 

.wMt/flDd 
,..•110/ P ■' 
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JORDAN 

Interfile. Club 


;.ABya Jordan Times 
_ ^Staff. Reporter 

AMMAN — More than 200 
&fifie employees, members of 
jfie World Airlines Club ‘ Asso- 
ciation {WAC A), will "be 
hosted in the country Saturday 
for z six-day tour around the 
Kingdom which is expected to 
, be or considerable "promotion- 
"■al” significance to Jordan.. . 

: The trip, ’ arranged by the' 
Jordan's Interline Qub (JTC), a 
t . member of, WACA, brings 221 
airline employees from IS diffe- 

• rent airlines and countries, peo- 
ple who. amid promote Jordan 

• internationally, according to 
'-JIG executive committee mem- 

"ber AHTGswani. 

• - The \46urjjsts will have a 
.chance to, visit Amman, Jerash, 
_ Aj]oun_^Madaba , Mount Nebo, 
j>l Main springs and Petra and will 

be treated- by the Ministry of 
' ; Tourism. to an evening swim 
and dione^-by. the Dead Sea. 

; . They iwH alsp make a trip from 
. thCrJiza station aboard the Hi- 
V j3zi, T^fcajr steam train to 
Ammarh-' 

The which groups 335 
ymembei^y,— .employees of 
: : Royal Jordanian and foreign 
} airlines'Gf^ring in Jordan — 
aims' tb^promote the country 
internationally. through, coin- 


way to 
Jordan 


ihunications with various clubs, 
according to Kiswani. 

WACA groups 323 interline 
chibs from all over the world 
and has its own ; .year-round 
agenda for activities that aim to 
promote better understanding 
■between interliners, Kiswani 
said. 

- Last year, a trip to Jordan by 
120 members received the 
WACA "best trip" award for 
1988, and Jordan is expected to 
be on nextyear's WACA agen- 
da as well. 

The "promotional" value of 
such a trip for Jordan lies in the 
fad that all 221 visitors work in 
the airline business. 

"it is a matter of having the 
right people at the right place." 
said Munir Nassar, head of 
International Traders, the 
travel agency handling the trip 
to Jordan. "These people work 
for airlines and can therefore be 
good sales people for Jordan." 
he said. "When the person be- 
hind the counter says Tve been 
there' you’Te half way through 
selling the tour," he explained. 

In terms of foreign currency 
brought into the country, each 
of the tourists will spend be- 
tween $100 and $200 during 
their .stay here, on shopping, 
extra meals, and drinks, 
according to Nassar’s estima- 
tion.. 


Jordan discuss 
Guff of Aqaba ecology 


AQABA (Petra) — A scientific 
seminar on JEgyptian-Jordanian 
cooperation in me field of marine 
sciences began Friday : at the 
Marine -Science Station (MSS) in 
Aqaba with the participation of 
AgricnltnrerMhrister^ Drr ^ y-tm 
Badran and-experts from Egypt, 
the United^ States, and Jordan, 

Opening the seminar.-. Yar- 
mouk University President Dr 
Mohammad Hamdan called for 
Arab cooperation tosoive marine 
environment problems and de- 
vefop oa rural resources. He also 
explained the duties and the 


COOPERATION: Prime Minister Sharif Zaid Ibn Shaker Thursday 
discussed y^th ^the govcmpr of the Bank of England bilateral 
cooperation in the economic fields. Present were Deputy Prime 
Minister and Minister of State for Economic Affairs Taher AJ Masri 
aad the British: ambassador in Amman. The prime minister also 
wcaw^iSaudi Ambassador to Jordan Sheikh Mohammad A1 Fahd 





i rj 

\ 



Hi' 


i 






VJV - ru t I i uuu nil MU, 

contest^ lias ended at Safeway International. The winner was Mr. 
KhafilYounis Abdul Salam Salameh. Acconfing to an announce- 
ment Thursday the winner will be aflowed a return trip ticket for 
himself and a guest to Bangkok, courtesy of Gulf Air. 


WHAT’S GOING ON 

TbefoUoying listings are compiled from monthly bulletins and 
tile daily Arabic press. Readers are advised to verify the listed 
tim e and place with the concerned institutions. 

EXHIBITIONS 

3Sr T A .- pho tic art exhibition by Mohammad Bofis and Mnnira 
Tuniayyeh at the Bousing Gallery. 

Tbe-May art exhibition at Al Waati Art Gallery, Plaza HoteL 
exhibition by Hden Grant at tie Petra Bank Art 

Gatiery. 

*- An exhrbition of ceramics and silk flowers entitled “Amman 
: Embedded in the Heart” by Sana* Al Asir at the Housing Bank 
Galleiy...,, 

■A* Bund WawAla weaving exhibition at Abu Jaber Estate, Airport 


•A-An ArMhi rtow of children’s art at .tbe S c i entifi c Cultural Centre 
\ of AdMhil Hanud Shoman Foundation — 9:00 ajn. - 5t00 pan. 

LECTURE 

.*y A T lecture, in Arabic, entitled “The Aspects of this Age .and the 
©errands of Generation” by Dr.’ Abdullah ’Oweidat and 


Nsour inspects preparations 
for Independence Day festival 


FUHAIS (J.T.) — Minister of 
Education Abdullah Nsour 
Thursday called at Fuhais and 
inspected preparations by youth 
groups and schools for their parti- 
cipation in a national festival to 
mark the Kingdom's Independ- 
ence Day anniversary on May 25. 

Nsour met with officials, school 
teachers and organisations in- 
volved in the preparation process 
and paid tribute to their efforts. 
His tour also took him to schools 
in neighbouring Mabes where he 


met with education officials. 

Earlier the minister sent out a 
circular to various educational 
departments in the provinces call- 
ing on students to contribute to 
the repair work at schools dam- 
aged during last month's riots 
over price rises. Government 
school building and other public 
property were damaged or burnt 
during the riots. 

According to reports in the 
local press Nsour asked pupils 


across the Kingdom to give at 
least 10 fils each towards repair- 
ing the damage. Such contribu- 
tion would serve as a symbolic 
participation on the part of stu- 
dents towards rebuilding their 
own institutions, the minister 
said. 

This donation should not be- 
considered as a tax but rather as a 
vivid symbol and a clear signal of 
faith that state property is the 
property of the people, the minis- 
ter noted. 


Centres formed to buy grain 


AMMAN (Petra, J.T.) — The 
Ministry of Agriculture expects to 
purchase cereals produced by loc- 
al farmers during the present 
agricultural season at subsidised 
prices, as it had done in previous 
seasons, and has set up a commit- 
tee to undertake the process of 
purchasing the grain in different 
regions. 

The committee which met 
under the chairmanship 0 f the 
ministry's Secretary General 
Salem Al Lawzi Thursday said 
that up to 40.000 tonnes of wheat . 
10,000 tonnes of barley and 3,000 
tonnes of lentils would be bought 
this summer through a number of 
centres to be set up at Jweideh, 


near Amman, Irbid. Ramtha 
Karak, Rabbeh and Deir Alla in 
the Jordan Valley. 

At each centre there will be a 
committee representative to su- 
pervise the purchase operations 
and that the centres will open as 
of May 15. 

Each fanner has to produce a 
certificate of origin for his crops 
supported by the local agricultu- 
ral authorities before any transac- 
tions can be made, the committee 
noted. 

The commitree did not 
announce the price it would pay 
for the different types of cereals 
bought locally, but last year it 


quoted a tonne of wheat at JD 
144, a tonne of barley at JD 90 
and a ronne of lentils at JD 180. 

This year’s output is nearly half 
of that of 1988 when Lawzi put 
the total production of wheat at 
80.000 tonnes and of barley at 
25.000. 

According to Ministry of Supp- 
ly sources, Jordan, with a popula- 
tion growth rate of 3.8 per cent, is 
among the highest in the world 
and consumes about 450,000 ton- 
nes of wheat a year. Various 
consignments of wheat from the 
United States, Saudi Arabia and 
other countries are normally 
bought to cover the shortage. 


Public administration development 
project begins in September 


AMMAN (J.T.) — The* Institute 
of Public Administration will 
open a seminar in Aqaba on the 
role of the private sector in the 
country's development. The 
week long seminar organised in 
cooperation with the United 
States Agency for International 
Development (USAID) will re- 
view 10 working papers dealing 
with such questions as invest- 
ments. the implementation of 
government decisions on socio- 
economic projects and the private 
sector's activities in general. 

The institute's director Abdul- 
lah Ulayyan said 30 participants 
from various departments in the 
public and private sectors will 
take part in the seminar which 


will discuss matters related to 
financing projects, loans, govern- 
ment policies in development, 
incentives for the private sector's 
activities and the role of modem 
technology in promoting develop- 
ment. 

The Institute of Public Admi- 
nistration is charged with the 
process of providing training to 
various department officials in 
Jordan and cooperating with the 
Civil Service Commission in 
streamlining work in government 
offices. 

Ulayyan said that the institute's 
involved in implementing a pro- 
ject for overhauling the civil ser- 
vice system in the country and 


objectives of the MSS. They said 
. that .most world countries suffer 
from these problems and called 
for mass efforts to preserve 
marine resources and conse- 
quently provide food. 

- - The three-day seminar will dis- 
; is a number of subjects that 
include environment problems in 
the Gulf of Aqaba and plans 
necessary to solve these pressing 
pi 'blems. 

Dr. Badran and Dr. Hamdan 
earlier attended a meeting at the 
MSS. During the meeting, discus- 
sions focused on MSS achieve- 
ments. 


Deaf, handicapped 
children’s day 


AMMAN (Petra) — Jordan 
Saturday observes the Deaf Child 
and Mentally Handicapped Chil- 
dren's Day with several activities 
to highlight the society's responsi- 
bility towards alleviating the pre- 
dicament of the handicapped 
people in the Kingdom. 

The department of special 
education at the Ministry of So- 
cial Development has prepared a 
comprehensive programme to be 
executed between May 12 and 20 
to spread awareness among mem- 
jfcgrs of the public as to the need 
to help the handicapped through 
special education and rehabilita- 
tion programmes. 

The department director said 
that special functions will be car- 
ried out by the various rehabilita- 
tion centres around the country 
entailing cultural, soda! and re- 
creational activities in which 
schools and Ministry of Social 
Development-run rehabilita- 
tion centres will take part. 


The programme, he said, also 
includes visits to the families of 
handicapped children by special- 
ists to orient them on ways to deal 
with handicaps and to bring gifts 
to retarded children. The prog- 
ramme also entails trips for the 
handicapped to a number of areas 
organised by the ministry in coop- 
eration with voluntary organisa- 
tions and lectures on ways to deal 
with the handicapped children. 

Meanwhile the General Union 
of Voluntary Societies (GUVS) 
announced that among its 636 
societies around the count™, at 
least 159 are specialised in areas 
for the rehabilitation of the hand- 
icapped and helping the aged. 

This was revealed in a 1988 
report presented by GUVS Presi- 
dent Abdullah Al Khatib to a 
GUVS general assembly meeting 
last week. The report outlined 
GUVS's activities and program- 
mes in the past year and pre- 
sented that 1988 closing accounts 
and financial estimates for 1989. 


APS aims to enhance 
philosophy in Arab World 


AMMAN (J.T.) — The Arab 
Philosophical Society (APS), 
established in September 1988 
with its headquarters in Amman 
is the newest addition to 
academic societies in the Arab 
World. This society aims at en- 
hancing the status of philosophy 
is the Arab World, at promoting 
its teaching on the secondary and 
college levels in all Arab coun- 
tries, and at advancing philo- 
sophical research in all areas of 
philosophy, the society’s Presi- 
dent Professor Ahmad Madi told 
the Jordan Times. 

The society's executive com- 
mittee is composed of nine mem- 
bers representing various Arab 
countries. The president of the 
society. Professor Madi, teaches 


philosophy at the University of 
Jordan. 

Membership in this society is 
open to any Arab who holds, at 
least, a masters degree in phi- 
losophy. The society is now in the 
process of organising itself, re- 
cruiting new members in aU Arab 
countries, raising the necessary 
funds for its operations and 
embarking on an ambitious pro- 
ject, namely the publication of a 
first-rate philosophical journal. 
Dr. Madi said. 

It is expected that the first 
publication that will be issued by 
the society will be its proceedings 
which will be published quarterly 
and will report on the various 
activities of the society and its 
members. 


New chef for 

Jordan Inter-Continental 


AMMAN (J.T.) — The Hotel 
Jordan InterContinental 36 
Kitchen team is now headed by 
new executive chef, Helmuth 
Tertinegg. He joins the hotel 
Jordan Inter-Continental Family 
having worked in Cairo as a last 
Stop. Helmuth had an extensive 
international culinary experience 
in Europe and the Middle East. 


His arrival will enhance the 
quality of cuisne in all the hotel 
outlets in keeping the IHC high 
standard of food. After he com- 
pleted his training in Austria 

(where he hails from) in 1964, he 
held various executive positions 

in Austria, Germany, Sweden, 
Spain and Middle East. 


commencement of the project is 
scheduled for September 1. 1989. 

In a statement published in the 
local press, Ulayyan said that the 
cost of preparing the project 
amounted to $3 million of which 
$1 million was provided by the 
United Nations Development 
Programme (UNDP). • 

The institute will receive the 
final version of the project in the 
coming two weeks to be submit- 
ted to the Council of Ministers for 
approval, Ulayyan noted. He said 
that the project entails the crea- 
tion of a national committee at 
the Civil Service Commission to 
supervise the implementation of 
the project with the assistance of 
12 foreign specialists and 48 
Jordanian experts in public admi- 
nistration matters. 

Ulayyan said that the- imple- 
mentation of the project will end 
in two years time. 


Nonstop n 
This Door 


Her Majesty Queen Noor confers with Aqaba Regional Authority President Bassam Qaqish 
Thursday 

Queen chairs committee meeting 


Changing Aqaba image 


By Caroline Faraj 
Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — The prospect of creating a special 
architectural character for the port city of Aqaba, 
projecting its economical touristic and social and 
geographical status was discussed in detail at Bas- 
m an Palace Thursday by an ad hoc committee 
chaired by Her Majesty Queen Noor. 


The committee, set up some 
seven months ago is devoting its 
time to lay down designs to pro- 
ject the city’s special character 
and to preserve its traditional 
architectural design. 

The three hour meeting re- 
viewed photographs and slides 
which depict Aqaba's historic, 
social and constructional de- 
velopments and its present status 
as well as the prospect of intro- 
ducing modernisation reflecting 
its traditional image and coping 
with the requirements of the 
modern age. 

The question of giving the port 
city a special character by pre- 
serving the sand-coloured build- 
ings and other features and at the 
same time promoting the diffe- 
rent touristic economic activities 
and allowing for modernisation in 
various aspects were all taken up 
by the committee members, who 
considered proposals for em- 
ploying locally produced mate- 
rials like rock and timber for such 
projects. 

The Queen, who addressed the 
committee meeting, laid stress on 
the need to preserve the charac- 
teristic nature of the traditional 
style in architecture which she 
said helps to preserve the cultural 
and historical background of the 
port city. 
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The touristic, social, environ- 
mental. economic and other fea- 
tures of the city should be pre- 
served as the modernisation pro- 
cess continues, the Queen noted. 
She said that endeavours for en- 
hancing the character of the city’s 
tourist-attraction character 
should be maintained. 

Minister of Tourism Yanal 
Hikmat echoed the Queen's ideas 
and said that building designs 
should reflect the Jordanian tra- 
ditional architecture in general 
and that of Aqaba in particular. 

The ministry of tourism is now 
encouraging domestic tourism to 
help Jordanians acquire good 
knowledge about their country 
and is in the process also of 


promoting marketing Jordanian 
abroad to highlight the King- 
dom's cultural background over 
the ages. 

Aqaba Region Authority 
( ARA ) President Bassam Qaqish 
said that the meeting was called to 
follow up the implementation of 
the Queen's directives with re- 
gard to the development of 
Aqaba buildings to preserve the 
region's historical and traditional 
character. 

The process he said is being 
carried out in coopenion with 
engineers, and care is taken to 
employ locally produced mate- 
rials in construction work. In 
addition ARA is now studying a 
code fo construction which would 
require all parties concerned to 
take into account regulations for 
preserving the characteristic style 
in any building. 

The committee which groups 
also a number of engineers repre- 
senting the private and public 
sectors will hold periodic meet- 
ings to follow up discussions per- 
taining* to the development of 
Aqaba. 


Informatics seminar begins 


AMMAN (Petra) — A semi- 
regional seminar on the Arab 
World's informatics and compu- 
ter network will open at the 
Royal Scientific Society (RSS) 
Saturday. 

Dr. Yousef Nuseir. director of 
the RSS’s computer department 
said that experts in the field from 
Arab countries and Jordan will 
discuss working papers related to 
the subject. Altogether six work- 
ing papers will be reviewed by the 


participants who are expected to 
issue recommendations on the 
establishment of the network. 

Delegates from Jordan, Iraq, 
Egypt. Syria. Kuwait, and Qatar 
in addition to the United Nations 
Educational, Scientific and Cultu- 
ral Organisation (UNESCO), the 
Arab Organisation of Adminis- 
trative Sciences, the World 
Health Organisation and the 
Arab Engineers Federation will 
atiend the seminar. 
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National charter 


IT IS no coincidence that His Majesty King Hussein chose 
the Salti delegation which met with him Wednesday to 
reveal His Majesty’s wish that Jordanians should articulate 
ami formulate a national charter that would embody a 
Jordanian code of conduct that is inspired by the Great 
Arab Revolt. After all the city of Salt and its people were 
pioneers in adopting a code of conduct to govern their daily 
lives. Now is the time. His Majesty has told the Salt 
delegation, to move on from the provincial dimension of 
charters to the national. What clearly propelled King 
Hussein to express such a wish is the recent resort to 
violence in some Jordanian cities and towns in order to 
convey a legitimate concern. And by calling on Jordanians 
to articulate such a national charter on the basis of the Great 
Arab Revolt, King Hussein is sending a clear message to 
Jordanians that they should give prominence to their sense 
of Arabism and Arab nationalism in pursuing their local 
and national goals and to take such perspective with 
optimum seriousness. Likewise there is a dear signal that 
Jordanians should take the duties and rights of their 
citizenship as well as their national belonging with max- 
imum respect and loyalty. National cohesion and harmony 
are matters that no one must be allowed to tamper with. 

What remains now is to establish the machinery for the 
examination of this big mandate which His Majesty King 
Hussein has given his people. To be sure freedom of 
responsible press is a sine qua non for the elaboration of 
such a charter. Equally relevant and indispensable is the 
need to conduct national elections as soon as possible. 
Freedom of the press and national elections go together like 
inseparable twins. Thus all these complimentary dimensions 
of one whole national exercise are so deeply and irrevocably 
interwoven that it would-be difficult to talk of one without 
the other. 

Yet the drafting of a national charter could be viewed asa 
starter of the whole process which the country is now setting 
into motion. In other words, the exercise of freedom of press 
and the conduct of national elections need a grand 
framework which prescribes the outer perimeters of the 
exercise of all these national endeavours and duties. The 
consideration of the charter objective is indeed a formidable 
task and its implementation is even more difficult. The first 
order of business, therefore, should be devoted to the very 
issue of how to go about carrying out this Royal mandate 
and challenge expeditiously and rationally. Luckily, the 
general mood of the country is already much more relaxed 
than it has ever been for some time. This is a good start 
which requires further steps and measures with a view to 
fortifying the degree of confidence that has already been 
generated since the formation of the government of Sharif 
Zaid Dm Shaker. Jordanians have all the reasons not to be 
disappointed. 


JORDAN PRESS EDITORIALS 


A1 Ra’i daily Friday paid tribute to King Hussein's call for drawing 
up a national charter that can serve as a code of conduct for the 
Jordanian citizens. Such charter, the paper said, can enahie citizens 
to exercise their rights and catry out their duties in a manner that 
would serve the national interest. The King’s call, the paper said, 
was directed to all citizens to help put together such code and 
charter and freely express their thoughts and work with responsi- 
bility to build their country and serve the future generations. 
Needless to say that the intellectuals and the leading elite in this 
country bear responsibility in drawing up such charter and can 
help Jordanians embark on meaningful and democratic deeds in a 
healthy atmosphere through their writings and through their 
contributions in cultural fields, rhe paper said. It said that the 
press has another important role to play in this arena because it 
can open the way for constructive dialogue and discussion that 
help to solve the country's problems, The paper said that the 
Jordanian constitution serves as a basis for the formulation of the * 
projected charter and offers a chance for all citizens to participate 
in this constructive trend. 


A columnist in A! Ra’i daily is in the view that should the 
Lebanese crisis continue, it is bound to create insoluble differ- 
ences among Arab countries. Mahmoud Rimawi says that apart 
from its devastating result on the Lebanese people, the continuing 
war in Lebanon is a clear invitation to elements considered hostile 
to the Arab World to try to exploit the situation and sow seeds of 
dissension among Arab states. The Arabs for their part ought to 
participate in solving the Lebanese question not to help these 
hostile forces to exploit the situation or play to their hands, says the 
writer. What the Arabs should do is to offer the Arab League 
mediation committee ait facilities to enable it to cany out its task 
and bring an end to the fighting and also pave the way for a 
national reconciliation in Lebanon, the writer stresses. He says 
that any sincere action and any constructive measure on the part 
of the Arab countries can not only help the Lebanese find their 
way to peace .but also help the Arab League avoid being embroiled 
in differences thaf might arise among its member states. 

Sawt Ai Shaab daily said Friday that the government of Sharif 
Zaid Ibn Shaker is now involved in a comprehensive revision of 
the country's financial and economic policies to be followed by a 
revision of the agricultural and informational policies. The paper 
said that the government requires ample time to cany out this 
mission before laying down the basis for future actions. But it said 
that rhe government enjoys a very opportune climate based on the 
confidence of the people and supported by the King's blessings for 
its actions that would rake the country out of its present 
difficulties. The paper said that public participation and govern- 
ment-public dialogue held in very responsible atmosphere as well 
as serious effects on the part of the government and people to 
cooperate in the coining stage can guarantee the reform program- 
me’s success. 


Prospects for Tunisia’s economy 


By Francis Ghiles 


TUNISIA’S President Ben Ali 
has been praised for the political 
reforms he- has ushered in since 
he took over from the ailing and 
increasingly despotic Habib 
Bourguiba in November 1987. 
But the reforms in the manage- 
ment of the economy which he is 
trying to promote are no (ess 
important and in the long run 
their success, or failure, may well 
determine the fate of the more 
open society he is seeking to 
establish in North Africa’s smal- 
lest country. 

Ben Ali's new team 

Ben Ali's task has been made 
easier, so far, by the presence at 
the Central Bank of Ismail Khalil 
who. as minister of planning dur- 
ing the difficult period between 
the bread riots of January 1984 
and November 1987, sought to 
convince a most reluctant prime 
minister (Mohammad Mzali until 
his dismissal in July 1986) and an 
increasingly senile head of state 
of the desperate need to intro- 
duce reforms into the manage- 
ment of the economy. Moham- 
mad Ghannushi, for many years 
director of planning, took over 


the post of minister last July and 
the finance portfolio last month. 
Abdullah Kallal. the former head 
of the defence ministry, has been 
appointed minister of defence. 
He is widely respected for his 
integrity, as are the new ministers 
of health, Dali Jazy, a founding 
member of the centre-left Demo- 
cratic Socialist Movement (MDS) 
who has now resigned from the 
party and Mohammad Sharfi. 
who is the new education minister 
and president of the Independent 
League for Human Rights. The 
new minister of social affairs, 
Mansur Rawisi, is a sociology 
professor who has worked for the 
United Nations. 

The team built around tbe 
prime minister, Hadi Bakush, 
will need all the political skill and 
competence it can muster to tack- 
le the major economic reforms 
which are being ushered in — but 
whose most painful effects are yet 
to be felt. Despite the worst 
drought in 30 years in 1988 (not 
to mention a plague of locusts). 
Tunisia succeeded in balancing its 
current account that year, for the 
first time since 1974, thanks to a 
doubling to $1.3 billion of re- 
ceipts from tourism and an in- 
crease in remittances from Tuni- 
sian workers abroad. The trade 


deficit however rose by one third, 
to $600m, under the twin impact 
of a 53 per cent increase in the 
cost of cereal imports (the 
drought cut tbe crop by 85 per 
cent) and a surge in orders for 
capital equipment. This latter in- 
crease suggests that companies, 
particularly in the private sector, 
are heeding the government's 
pleas to invest more. Exports 
increased by 40 per cent with 


sidising staple foods by one third 
to $3O0m, a figure already 80 per 
cent above that for 1987. and 
which is forecast to rise to $410m 
in 1989. Such increases are inevit- 
able, as ordinary Tunisians are 
already finding it hard to make 
ends meet. Unemployment is in- 
creasing and concern is growing 
about the number of university 
graduates who are failing to find 
jobs. 


6t 


The reforms in the management of the 
economy which Ben Ali is trying to prom- 
ote are no less important and in the long 
run their success, or failure, may well 
determine the fate of the more open society 
he is seeking to establish in North Africa’s 
smallest country.” 


leather, clothing, fish and fertilis- 
ers turning in star performances. 

The drought, however, cut 
gross domestic product growth to 
9 pet cent in real terms and cost 
the equivalent of 80.000 seasonal 
jobs. The ministry of agriculture 
had to take a series of measures 
aimed at relieving the still hard 
pressed fanning community. It 
also pushed up the cost of sub- 


Tunisia’s second city, Sfax. 
does however appear to be re- 
sponding to the call to work — 
and also showing far greater im- 
agination when it comes to recon- 
verting old plants. Here, a num- 
ber of medium-sized firms, not- 
ably in the metal fabrication in- 
dustry, are moving into servicing 
the oil and gas industries, build- 


ing more modern fishing vessels 
for a fast expanding fleet tuid 
putting together food processing 
machines. Help from the state is 
forthcoming, but whereas many 
businesses elsewhere in Tunisia 
prospered io the late 70s and 
early 80s, more often than not 
because they enjoyed cosy mono- 
polies and dose links with the 
former presidential family, Sfo- 
xjans seem blessed with true en- 
trepreneurial spirit. Over the past 
three years of austerity, many 
businesses have gone bankrupt 
and others no doubt will. Invest- 
ment overall has declined by one 
third in real terms, to $890m 
annually since 1986 and domestic 
purchasing power has fallen 
sharply. Those who fail to find 
export markets will not have an 
easy time, if they survive. 

However painful, the restruc- 
turing of the Tunisian economy is 
occuring in an economic climate 
which remains healthier than in 
most African and Middle Eastern 
countries. Over the past three 
years of economic austerity and 
with the help of World Bank 
loans and an extended IMF facil- 
ity, which has not been drawn, 
the Central Bank has been able to 
rebuild its foreign reserves to 
three months' worth of imports. 


In June 1986, they had fallen to 
zero. Servicing Tunisia’s $5.83 
billion foreign debt was cut from 
26.7 per cent to 23 per cent of the 
value of exports of goods and 
services last year. But by 1992, as 
Tunisia becomes a net oil impor- 
ter, the task of balancing the 
country’s external payments will 
become that much harder. 

The rainfall this winter has 
been average, but will provide a 
boost to the living standards of 
those 40 per cent of Tunisians 
who live off the land. Even if 
fewer Libyans visit the country in 
1989 (last year they spent S300m, 
especially in the poorer south of 
the country) and tourist receipts 
do not match last year’s record, 
the 8.2 per cent boost in public 
spending should help rekindle 
activity. 

Putting people back to work 
and diminishing the weight of the 
state bureaucracies are problems 
which many Arab countries have 
to face. Tunisia, with a reason- 
ably good level of education, a 
relatively small population and a 
strong and increasingly compe- 
tent leadership, does stand a bet- 
ter chance of success than many 
of its peers — Middle East Inter- 
national, London. 


Soviet withdrawals could blunt pact ability to invade West 


By Patrick Worsnip 

Reuter 

LONDON — From provincial 
towns and forest hideouts across 
Eastern Europe, Soviet troops 
are beginning to trickle home- 
wards in a move that could blunt 
the Warsaw Pact's ability to in- 
vade West. 

They are carrying out a prom- 
ise by Soviet leader Mikhail Gor- 
bachev at the United Nations last 
December to withdraw 50,000 
men and 5.000 tanks from the 
three front-line states of East 
Germany, Czechoslovakia and 
Hungary* by 1991. 

The withdrawals, if carried out 
as announced, will cut the num- 
ber of Soviet divisions on Eastern 
European territory from 30 to 24 
— still too many foi iiie liking of 
NATO. 

Bur Western experts say the 
cutbacks, along with reductions 
announced by most of the non- 


Soviet East European countries 
in their own forces, totalling over 
80,000 men. will alter the military 
balance in central Europe the to 
West’s advantage. 

“There’s something of a con- 
sensus that if they do go through 
with the cuts, at the minimum it 
will have an impact on the War- 
saw Pact's ability to launch a 
surprise attack.” says Steve 
Kosiak of the private Centre for 
Defence Information in 
Washington. 

Colonel Andrew Duncan of the 
London-based Internationa] In- 
stitute for Strategic Studies (USS) 
says a surprise attack would still 
be possible, but that the with- 
drawals “will have significant im- 
plica lions." 

“The net result if they with- 
draw all the tanks they say they're 
going to withdraw is that the tank- 
count between NATO and the 
Warsaw Pact changes complete- 
ly,’’ Duncan said. “NATO turns 


out to have more tanks in a 
particular geographical area.’’ 

The Western alliance has long 
maintained that the structure and 
deployment of the Warsaw Pact's 
forces enable it to unleash a 
sudden onslaught on Western 
Europe, even though NATO 
strategists see no desire by the 
East to do so. 

Tanks would play a key role in 
any such move, and NATO's 
proposals at East-West talks on 
conventional forces which 
opened in Vienna in March aim 
to slash back the pact's big tank 
fleets. 

Gorbachev’s withdrawal plan 
would roughly halve the number 
of Soviet tanks in Eastern 
Europe, without eliminating the 
Pact’s tank advantage in Europe 
as a whole. 

Also being withdrawn, accord- 
ing to Soviet statements, are 
bridge-building and airborne 
assault units central to a surprise 


attack. Moscow has said this is 
evidence of its claim to be shifting 
to a purely defensive posture in 
Europe. 

Altogether, in 1989 alone the 
Soviet Union will withdraw more 
than 20,000 men, 2,700 tanks and 
300 combat aircraft from Eastern 
Europe, including Poland which 
was not mentioned by Gor- 
bachev. It will also remove 24 
short-range nuclear missile laun- 
chers from East Germany. 

Kremlin leaders have said that 
all units withdrawn will be dis- 
banded as part of a plan to trim 
500,0(1) men from the five mil- 
lion-strong Soviet armed forces. 

The puFiout seems to have be- 
gun in early March when 1.000 
tanks quietly left East Germany, 
but it was first publicised on April 
25 in the southern Hungarian 
town of Kiskunhalas, when fore- 
ign reporters saw 31 T-64 tanks 
roll homeward aboard trains. 

It was a “historic moment in 


Justice a la South African style 


By Rich Mkhondo 

Reuter 

JOHANNESBURG — Two white 
formers tied Stephen Mononye to 
a tree, whipped, punched and 
kicked him to death after two 
cows escaped from a farm near 
the South African country town 
of Klerksdorp. 

For the crime, farmers Louis 
Venter and Peter Fouche were 
last month fined 1 .200 rand 
($550) with an alternative of four 
months' jail after the court 
accepted reduced pleas of assault. 

“This shows how cheap black 
lives are in this country," 
Mononye's widow Lilly said after 
seeing her husband's killers walk 
from the court as free men. 

In a separate case last Novem- 
ber a black farm worker, Eric 
Sambo, accidentally ran over and 
killed two dogs belonging to his 
white employer Jacobus Vorster 
in the northern Transvaal town of 
Louis Trichardt. 

Vorster and his neighbour Pet- 
rus Leonard beat and kicked 
Sambo unconscious. They left 
him overnight tied to a tree and 
resumed the punishment the next 
day. forcing other blacks to take 
part. The man bled to death. 

Leonard was fined 500 rand 
($240) for his part in the killing in 
September 1987. Vorster re- 
ceived a suspended five-year jail 
sentence and was ordered to pay 
tbe dead man's widow 120 rand 
($55) a month for five years. 

The judge said he took into 
account the embarrassment Vors- 
ter would suffer, and said another 
reason for not jailing him was 
that 44 black workers on his farm 
might lose their jobs. 

Cases where whiles convicted 
of killing blacks receive lenient 
sentences are ammunition for 
civil rights activists and white 
liberals who have long asserted 
that South African courts are 
instruments of apartheid. 

The government says it is 
proud of the judicial system's 
impartiality and independence 
and vehemently denies charges 
that some judges arc racists. 

Activists note there are no 
juries in South African courts and 
verdicts are reached by stale- 
appointed judges and so-called 
assessors. No black has ever been 
appointed as a judge or an 
assessor. 

“(The Mononye case) is 
another instance of gross perver- 
sion of justice and can only bring 
the South African judicial system 
into disrepute both at home and 
abroad," veteran opposition par- 
liamentarian Helen Suzman told 
Reuters. 

She foiled in her efforts to have 
the h'fdgs '"S* resided over rhe 


Sambo case impeached . 

But sbe found an ally in the 
influential Johannesburg Bar 
Association, which said the sent- 
ence imposed on tbe fanners was 
“so grossly inappropriate as to 
induce not simply a sense of 
shock, but one of outrage and 
concern.” 

“It is surprising that the attoT- 
ney-general did not prosecute the 
farmers in the supreme court for 
murder," said a University of 
Natal academic and legal expert, 
professor George Devenisb. 

“Sentences like this contribute 
towards making our system of 
legal justice suspect." he told 
Reuters. 

Liberals cite a long list of cases 
as evidence of court leniency to- 
wards whites convicted of killing 
blacks. 

In 1987. Johan Breytenbach 
received an effective sentence of 
two and a half years for driving 
his car into a whites-only park in 
Pretoria and killing black woman 
Maria Ramesti, who was sleeping 
under a tree, by repeatedly run- 


ning over her. 

The same year, a 1 7-vear-old 
white youth was sentenced to six 
strokes with a cane and a sus- 
pended five-year jail term for 
beating a black man to death with 
a baseball bat. The youth said he 
was angry after an argument with 
his girlfriend. 

Civil rights activists say the 
lenient sentences towards whites 
are matched by harsh treatment 
of blacks who wrong whites. 

Two blacks who left a white 
woman for dead and then stole 
her car were sentenced to death 
last year. 

A black gardener who strang- 
led his employer was sentenced to 
death while a domestic worker 
who helped in the murder was 
sentenced to 15 years’ imprison- 
ment. 

“It would seem our courts re- 
gard the racial element in a white- 
against-black crime as an ex- 
tenuating circumstance and in a 
black-against-white crime as an 
aggravating circumstance,” South 
Africa's independent human 


rights commission said in a state- 
ment. 

Amnesty International noted 
last month that the vast majority 
of the more than 1,250 people 
sentenced to hang in South Africa 
during the past decade were 
black. 

"In South Africa, death sent- 
ences are imposed disprop- 
ortionately on black defendants 
by an almost all-white judiciary. 
Execution is most likely if the 
victim is while and the defendant 
black,” the report added. 

In one celebrated case, six 
blacks popularly known as tbe 
Sharpeville Six were sentenced to 
hang for a murder they did not 
directly commit. 

The judge used a law of com- 
mon purpose, which ruled that 
the defendants were part of a 
mob which stoned and burned to 
death a black councillor in 1984. 

President P.W. Botha com- 
muted the sentences to long-term 
imprisonment after a local and 
international outcry. 


our politics," said Colonel Boris 
Adamenko, deputy chief of staff 
of tbe Soviet Union’s southern 
army group. 

On May 17 the focus shifts 
back to East Germany, where the 
bulk of Soviet forces in Eastern 
Europe is deployed. The first 
division to leave will be from 
Juetebog. south of Berlin. 

Details of the Soviet withdraw- 
als. and of the cutbacks in allied 
armed forces, have been dis- 
closed piecemeal and with some- 
times conflicting details, but the 
following is a country-by-country 
summary: 

— East Germany: Present 
Soviet strength — 380,000 men. 
More than 10,000 men, some 
l ,000 tanks and some 330 artillery 
pieces and mortars will have left 
by Aug. 15. Figures for next year 
undisclosed but two divisions, 
one air assault brigade, four 
training regiments and three in- 
dependent battalions will go. 
Altogether, 4.000 tanks will 
leave. 

Present East German strength 
— 176,000 men. 10,000 men. 600 
tanks and 50 fighter aircraft will 
be cut. 

— Czechoslovakia: Present 
Soviet strength — 80,000 men. 
5.300 men, 708 tanks and 20 
combat aircraft will leave by the 
end of 1990. 


LETTERS 


Why sacrifice the trees? 


To the Editor: 

Returning from time to time to 
your beautiful country, ) am al- 
ways amazed by the kindness of 
its people and the serenity of its 
landscapes. The old road from 
Irbid to Jerash, in particular, and 
its lovely pine trees are marvel- 
lous treasures. 

My astonishment turned into 
fear last time, when I saw a four 
lane, dual carriageway motorway 
eating itself into this countryside. 
Many of these trees will inevit- 
ably have to be sacrificed if such a 
motorway is built. My question is: 
is such a motorway really neces- 


sary? Is it worth the sacrifice of 
trees that take decades to grow, 
in a country which needs trees 
desparately? Would it not be 
enough to slightly widen and im- 
prove the existing road? leg b> 
resurfacins and reenforcing. Do 
you not already have a very good, 
new highway toward the north via 
the desert route (Mafraq)? 

I hope that Jordan will do 
everything in its power to save its 
trees! 

Dr. Axel Horhage 
Economist 
Amman 



Fur all your: 

Packing, 

Air Freight Forwarding, 
Customs Clearance. 
Door-to-door Service, 
Ticketing and 
Reservation needs, 

please call: 

AMIN KA WAR & SONS 

Abdel Hamid Sharaf Si reel 
Shmcisani 
P.O. Box 7#* 

Amman. Jordan 
Tel. 6(Ufi7n, 6U4696 
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I CROWN 
I INT’L E ST. 

1 packing, shipping, 
g forwarding, 

|| storage, clearing, 

■ door-to-door service 

r Agents all over the nortd 
T el: 664090.660852 
Tlx: 222 DS BESMCO JO 
P.O. Box 926487 
AMMAN JORDAN 
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PEOPLE WHL) .VEEP 


CLEANING 
* SERVICES 

CALL US/ 





Electrohix 


P.O.Box 925229 AMMAN 


Tel. 604671 


t* 


STUDIO HAIG 

Professional Quality in 
1 Hour Service 
Develop your colour film at 
our shop and get:- 

* jumso photo 
stem 30% larger 

* free enlarge- 
ment 20 x 30 cm . 

Shmebani - Opp. Grindlavs 
Bank. Phone: 604042 
Swefieh tel: 82389L 


MOVING? 

Let Aramex Air Cargo 
take cane of the works, 

Door to Door. 
Call the friendly 
professionals on 
660507 or 660508 

ARAMEX“ 


LH AWT. 

The first & best 
Chinese Restaurant 
in Jordan 

> si Circle jabs' Amman near 
Ahlyyan Gin's School 

Take away is available 

Open daily 1 2:00-3: 10 
p.m. 

b:30- Midnight 

Tel. 638968 




MANDARIN 
Chinese Restaurant 

The only typical Chinese 
cuisine in Amman 
Chinese Flaming pot t$ available 

Take array available 

Open daily 12 : 00 - 15 -J 0 
mi - 23:30 

Wadi Saqra Road - near Traffic- 
Bridge 

Amman Jordan 

V Tel: 661922 / 


/ CHEN'S N 
CHINESE 
RESTAURANT 

Mecca Street, Yarmouk 
Engineers' Housing 
Estate, near Kilo 
Supermarket 

Mongolian Barbequefor 
Lunch Friday only 
Tel: 818214 

Come and taste our 
specialities 

Open daily 12:00 - 3:30 
p.m . 

v 6:30 - Midnight > 



CHINESE 
RESTAURANT 

TAIWAN TOURISMO 

Authentic Chinese Food 

Korean Bar-B-Q 
Charcoal Flaming Pot 
Take-away sarwtea 

Open daily Noon - 3:30p.m. 
&6:30p.m. - midnight 

Location: Near 3rd Circle 
opposite Akifah Hospital 

Tel: 641093 



FIRST CLASS INDIAN 

mfrwmm 

Special Executive Luncheons 

Take away service 
available 

OpenDaHy 12.30-&30pm 
7.30-41.30 pm 
Afterth© Holiday' Hotel . 

. Towards 3idcfrclft 


Present Czechoslovak strength 
— 197,000 men. 12,000 men, 850 
tanks, 165 armoured vehicles and 
51 combat aircraft will be phased 
out. 

— Hungary: Present Soviet 
strength — 65,000 men. With- 
drawal of 10,000 men, 450 tanks 
and 200 artillery and mortar 
pieces by 1990 has been 
announced. 

Present Hungarian strength — 

99.000 men. In 1989-90, 9.300 
men, 251 tanks. 30 armoured 
transports, 430 artillery pieces, 
six surface-to-surface missile 
launchers and nine fighter aircraft 
will be shed. 

— Poland: Present Soviet 
strength: 45,000 men. One tank 
Tegiment, one surface-to-air mis- 
sile regiment and one helicopter 
regiment will leave this year — 
the exact number of men in- 
volved is unclear. 

Present Polish strength — 

394.000 men. This will be de- 
creased by 40,000 men, _850 
tanks, 900 artillery and mortar 
pieces, 700 armoured carriers and 
80 combat aircraft. Three regim- 
ents were reportedly disbanded in 
March. 

— Bulgaria: No Soviet forces. 
Bulgaria's forces of 157,800 men 
will be cut by 10,000 men, 200 
tanks, 200 artillery pieces. 20 
aircraft and five ships. 
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Lesotho’s widows of migration 


Out of our hands 


This is the first of a three part series which 
deals with absent fathers, sexual ine- 
qualities and the need for big families. 
How these factors make it harder for 
women to control how many children they 
have. Three “tales” from Lesotho, Bang- 
ladesh and Bolivia show what happens 
when a father migrates, a son is born and 
a family is large. The first of the three 
articles deals with Lesotho. 


tbefr men away — working in the cities or abroad 

many peasant, women are widows in all but name. ‘I dream 
' that my bosband wil come back and find a job here, 1 says 


Lesotho mother Mopota. ‘Then be could help me bring up 
the children, share ray fears and worries about them and do 
all the heavy jobs.’ 


By Charlotte Bauer 

FOR 12 years Mopota 
Maseuroane has lived alone with 
her three young children in a 
village a few kilometres outside 
Maseru, the capital of Lesotho. 

Every day she cooks, deans the 
house and then, when her 
‘woman’s chores’ are finished, 
she starts the ‘man's work’. 

Mopota, like thousands of 
Basotho women, is a grass 
widow. Her husband works hun- 
dreds of kilometres away in the 
South African goldmines and she 
has become sole head of her 
family. 


For 12 years she has seen him 
once a year, when he comes 
home on leave. She never knows 
when he might arrive, but she 
always knows when he will go 
again. 

*( feel very much alone. I 
dream that one day my husband 
will find a job in Lesotho so that 
be can help me bring up the 
children, share my fears and wor- 
ries about them and do all the 
heavy jobs.’ 

One of the poorest countries in 
the world. Lesotho has a popula- 
tion of 1.5 million people. A high 
infant mortality rate coupled with 
a short life-expectancy keeps its 


Danish director tackles South America film 


population almost stagnant. 

Of this number there are nearly 
130,000 men who work away in 
South African mines. This figure 
excludes migrant workers who 
leave to work in factories or 
offices. 

Consequently a large percen- 
tage of the country's women are 
in the same boat as Mopota. The 
main source of strength for such 
women is often the support they 

f ive and receive from each other, 
n Mopota ’s village, for example, 
they hold regular village meet- 
ings. These meetings were parti- 
cularly important during the vio- 
lent strike period of 1987 when 
there was no way of knowing 
whether your husband was alive 
until he came home on leave — 
or didn't. 

Mopota shows her children pic- 
tures of their father and regales 
them with stories about him in an 
effort to keep his memory alive 
for them. 

The loneliness — and the fear 
of infidelity — are, she says,- one 
of the most painful emotional 
side-effects of her husband’s abs- 
ence. But there are other prob- 
lems. Traditionally, a black 
woman in rural Lesotho defers 
absolutely to her husband’s 
wishes. 

So even though she may be 
keeping goats and cattle (as well 


as a family) in a remote, virtually 
inaccessible mountain region she 
will have to consult him before 
making important decisions. If 
one of her children falls ill and 
needs urgent medical treatment 
the mother has to get permission 
from her husband before she sells 
a cow to raise money. As most of 
these remote communities are 
either semi-literate or illiterate 
this can mean waiting until he 
next comes home on animal 
leave. 

Often the wife will not even 
know where her husband is. 
South Africa itself seems very far 
away. She seldom knows which 
mine be is working in or even 
what town. 

One woman did not realise that 
her husband had died in a car 
crash on his way back to Johan- 
nesburg after his annual leave 
until she heard the news two 
years later by way of an erratic 
soda! grapevine. 

Over^40 per cent of such ‘grass 
widows’ see no money from their 
husbands. This is often because 
the women are living too far away 
from towns for the men to bother 
to send money home. To collect 
the money the women would 
have to travel to the capital which 
often involves a journey of sever- 
al hours by car — and is virtually 
impossible on foot. 


O By Tlm Pearce 

. Reuter 

• COPENHAGEN — Danish film 
director Bffle Angust has burned 
from portraying poor immigrants 
ig Denmark in bis Oscar-winning 
“Ftpfe .tfae GoBqueror,” to the 
chaos and, .upheaval of the 1973 
c^unin. Chile., -- 

VMter hfe "powerful portrayal of 
"Stt^dKh hrmngrarits in Denmark 
in die 1890s, August is tackling 
‘The Hou^ of the Spirits,” the 
T&sii-s.elling novel by Isabel 
; ABendc:.:. - 

r- The- book tells the story of a 


family living through the turbu- 
lent times when Marxist Salvador 
Allende was elected president in 
Chile. The author's father was a 
cousin of Salvador Allende, who 
died in the coup which brought 
Augusto Pinochet to power. 

“Its a wonderful family dra- 
ma,” August told reporters in a 
recent interview. “Its a story ab- 
out a political situation, but more 
about foe contrasts in the coun- 
try, between man and woman, 
rich and poor, who’s in charge 
and who’s not. 

“Th8t part of South America is 
a land of contrasts, very violent 
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: . By Michael Bezdek 

-* The Associated Press 

BOSTON — - The Ekbiidapyg- 
mies had never been more than a 
few; miles from their village in 
northern Zaire before appearing 
on stage at the Boston Opera 
House. ■■■■ 

- And they had never performed 
before anyone but their own peo- 
ple, and there they were dancing 
and singing their polyphonic 
music for four days- of sold-oot 
performances. 

. They came at the risk of being 
exploited as spectacle, of not 
bemg able- to communicate their 
amplest wants if they got losL 

But as Africa oye. a perform- 
ance 7 of indigenous African song 
and -dance by the pygmies and 
seven -- other African groups, 
moves to the next stop of a 
10-week U-S. tour, the pygmies 
give/' good early reviews to the 
^venture. • 7 

Mpata Lopoma and Botika 
.Kkalflka ^among five pygmies in 
the Scrape* said so far they have 
fifed- the big-city buddings and 
therbustle. They didn't care much 
fb^scune- of the food, especially 
sarklwidies,' but they liked rice 
fr^Qiinese restaurants, Danish 
pastry,, -.fried chicken, and the 


fiat- mostly what they -have 
liked sb/far are the people. 

_. Jffie that , they tike our 
music” Lopoma said. 

- - The . audience’s appreciation 
was palpable as the Africans 
shook the shabby elegance of 
Boston;.; opera house- this past 
weekend. often prompting hoots 
of.delight’, rhythmic clapping and 
staoding/pvations . 

The pygmies and other perfor- 


mers — such as the drummers of 
Guinea and the Kanouri of Niger, 
who through circular breathing 
can play a horn for as long as they 
tike without noticeably drawing a 
breath — often responded with 
smiles and waves of mutual 
appreciation. 

Other Africa oye acts include 
Papa Wemba. one of Africa’s 
most popular pop artists, and 
singer Kandia Kouyate, who is 
famous throughout Africa for her 
lyric voice in which she sings the 
centuries-old history of her Man- 
dingue people. 

The trip ran into some early 
difficulties. It was delayed in 
Dakar. Senegal, because of 
bloody ethnic riots. And the 
pende mask dancers of Northwest 
Zaire created a tittle stir in Seneg- 
~ al when, fee ting uncomfortably 
cool, they built a fire outside their 
hotel. 

Ekalaka said the pygmies were 
a bit unsettled by the long plane 
ride. 

“We thought it would fall in 
the water,” he said through a 
translator familiar with their ver- 
sion of Belgian French. 

But once they landed, they 
were happy to be making music. 

The show is more than two 
years in the making, say its pro- 
ducers, who say they scoured 
remote regions of Africa for the 
masters of various traditional and 
more modern muskrial techni- 
ques. Among the 52 participants 
in nine groups are artists from 
Zaire, Senegal, Mali, Guinea and 
Niger. 

Mel Howard, producer of the 
U.S. tour, says the show is a way 
of preserving music styles that are 
dying out as tribal customs are 
supplanted by the spread of 
Christianity and Islam. 


EMPLOYMENT 

t announcement 

BILINGUAL SECRETARY 

International corporation has a vacancy for a 
bilingual secretary, with experience in Word 
Processina arid other computer programmes, 


! nrs m 7» rni' 


[rig and translation. College degree prefer- 

. . - ■ • 

Suitable candidates submst resumes to 
Dr: K Harrison, P.O. Box 9145, Amman. 
m%M*r Ahan May 18, 1989. 


locations will be treated confiden- 


but also very rich and beautiful." 

August wrote the screenplay for 
“House of the Spirits" himself. 
He has made several trips to 
Argentina, where shooting will 
start in the autumn, to look for 
locations and build sets. 

Why move from familiar 
ground to this exotic foreign set- 
ting? “I’d like to make Danish 
films again,” says August. 40. who 
studied cinematography at the 
Danish film school before spend- 
ing several years working in 
Sweden. 

“But you have to find where 
you are in your own universe. 
Where is the challenge for me? 
It’s not to do a Pelle two. it's to 
do this house of the spirits. It's 
something I’ve wanted to do for 
many years.” 

Bespectacled and soft-spoken. 
August talks with a quiet intensi- 
ty of his approach to his work. He 
has been involved in the screen- 
play of almost all his films, a 
tradition in Scandinavian cinema, 
and considers this crucial. 

“I can see the whole story from 
beginning to end, I know why' 
characters do this at this precise 
moment, and this helps when 
discussing it with the actors.” be 


says. 

It also makes it easy to rewrite 
dialogue or scenes, he says. “You 
know how the characters would 
react and behave.” 

August believes a film has to be 
emotional and entertaining rather 
than intellectual. “I become an 
expert on a subject. I fry to 
transform that into emotional 
events an audience can partici- 
pate in. If the audience can feel 
what's going on on the screen is a 
secret, personal experience, then 
the magic starts.’’ 

In March “Pelle’’ won an Oscar 
for best foreign film. Denmark's 
second in as many years. “Babet- 
te’s Feast” won the same award 
last year for director Gabriel 
Axel. 

“Pelle” also won the Golden Palm 
at the Cannes film festival last year. 

Chances 

The film's success has won 
more backing for Denmark’s 
national film school, a training 
ground that August rates among 
the world’s best. 

’ August speaks warmly of the 
school, set up in 1966 and funded 
by the state. “If you're talented 
and have ibe energy, you can’t 
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SPECIAL SYSTEMS 


find better circumstances in the 
world to make a film. The direc- 
tor has control, you can make 
mistakes and still have a chance 
to try again,” he said. 

One feature of the school is a 
subsidy system that encourages 
directors to make experimental 
or cultural films rather than go all 
out for commercial success. 

Erik Crone, the film institute's 
managing director, is optimistic 
about the prospects for Danish 
cinema. “These two Oscars have 
put us on the map. In that respect 
they have had an immense im- 
portance for all Danish and other 
Scandinavian films,” said Crime. 

“You feel this at Berlin. Can- 
nes, wherever you go. There's an 
increased interest in our other 
films,” and this gives talented 
newcomers a better chance of 
winning international recogni- 
tion. Several Danish films will be 
shown at the Cannes film festival 
next month, although none in 
competition. 

With only five million people 
and a language understood by 
few outsiders, Denmark -has li- 
mited resources for film-making, 
though co-productions with other 
Nordic countries are common. 


Partly as a result fo the two 
Oscars, the film institute’s state 
budget has jumped 20 per cent 
this year to $13.5 million — 
peanuts in Hollywood terms, but 
enough to partly finance around 
15 films, the rest coming from 
private investors and other Scan- 
dinavian him institutes. 

In May the film school wil] 
become independent, with a new 
subsidy system guaranteeing pro- 
ducers who can provide half of a 
film’s budget the remaining 50 
per cent, up to a maximum of 
$470,000. 

“We hope to encourage new 
initiatives, but also to promote 
films of broader interest, to bring 
bigger audiences," said a culture 
ministry official. 


The National Music Conservatory/ 

Noor AI Hussein Foundation 
and 

The British Council 
presents 

Wissam BOUSTANY, flute 
Nigel CLAYTON, piano 

in concert 

at The R oyal Cultural Centre 

Monday , May 15, 1989 at 8:00 p.m. 

Tickets available at 
The British Council. Tel: 636147 
The Royal Cultural Center Tel: 669026 
The National Music Conservatory. Tel: 687620 
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* POLICE ACCADEKY “5” 

• THE WITCHES OF EASTWICK 

I Vi tom , nicy . 3~.30J}:30, IQj ■ • TO. 


PICK UP ARTIST 


Performances 3:30, 8 JO. iOJO p.m. 











Iran allows foreign loans for big projects 

Bankers remain highly distrustful 


ECONOMIC NEWS BRIEFS 


DUBAI (R) — Iran has cleared the way for cautious 
borrowing from abroad, but Gulf-based bankers 
said Thursday Tehran faced a hard task in restoring 
commercial bank confidence and attracting badly- 
needed foreign cash. 


Iranian newspapers reported 
Wednesday that spiritual leader 
Ayatollah Ruholiah Khomeini 
had given the go-ahead for fore- 
ign borrowing to finance major 
projects such as steel and energy. 

The bankers said they envis- 
aged no rapid response from 
commercial banks until there 
were much firmer signs that Iran 
was moving back to political sta- 


bility. 

“There** been nothing very 
much to encourage them to lend 
over the last few months. I think 
people will want to wail and see.” 
said a banker from a large Euro- 
pean commercial bank. 

Hopes abroad that last August’s 
ceasefire in the Iran-Iraq war 
would lead to a reconstruction 
boom faded as Khomeini swung 


Iran back to strict adherence to 
his Islamic ideals and rejected 
Western money and involvement 
in the country. 

“If they had called for money 
last August, they would have got 
it. Now there has been too much 
uncertainty.” said an economist 
at an Arab bank, who declined to 
be identified. 

The billion-doliar packages 
needed to fund large capital pro- 
jects such as petrochemicals, oil, 
gas, steel and power may not be 
as readily available, the bankers 
said. 

Iran’s High Council for Recons- 
truction, which debated the issue 


Beginning rouble convertibility process 

Moscow to hold first foreign 
currency auction this month 


MOSCOW (R) — The Soviet 
Union will auction foreign ex- 
change for the first time later this 
month, the first step on a long 
road to making the rouble con- 
vertible, a top Soviet banker said 
in an interview published 
Thursday. 

“We're clearing up final tech- 
nical problems,” Juri Moskovsky. 
chairman of the board of the 
Bank for Foreign Economic 
Affairs (Vneshekonombank), 
told Pravda. “I think it will rake 
place in the near future, we 
would like it in May.” 

“With the help of this channel, 
enterprises which work only on 
the domestic market will have 
access to foreign currency.” he 
added. “At first only Soviet en- 
terprises and organisations will 
participate, then joint ventures, 
then foreign firms.” 

The auction, intended to distri- 
bute foreign exchange more 
evenly among Soviet enterprises, 
will for the first time set a market 
rate for the rouble, which eco- 
nomists say is grossly overvalued 
at its current official rate of 
around SI. 6. 

Western tourists in Moscow say 
they are regularly offered black 
market rates of up to 10 roubles 


MANY VILLAS 
AND APARTMENTS 
FOR RENT & SALE 
Furnished or 
Unfurnished 

In Shmeisani, Sweifieh, 
Abdoun and many other 
locations. 

For more information 
please call 
Wael Real Estate 
Tel: 685342, 642975 


to the dollar. 

In an interview with the gov- 
ernment newspaper Izvestia. V. 
Malkevich. chairman of the 
Soviet Chamber of Trade and 
Commerce, described the auction 
as “a first serious step in the 
creation of a convertible rouble." 

Economists say that full con- 
vertibility — which would make 
the rouble freely exchangeable 
with currencies of Western indus- 
trialised countries — is necessary 
if the Soviet economy is to be 
fully integrated on world mar- 
kets. 

Malkevich. echoing remarks 
already voiced by other Soviet 
experts, said it is unlikely before 
the mid-1990s and will be reached 
by limited convertibility , initially 
into the currencies of its East 
European allies. 

Malkevich also backed another 
idea, currently under discussion, 
of introducing a separate con- 
vertible currency in special eco- 
nomic zones — for example in 
Vyborg, on the Finnish border, 
or Nakhodka, in the Soviet far 
east. 

Another article which 
appeared in Pravda earlier said 
that the rouble should be con- 
vertible but should not be floated 
until the economy is strong 
enough to take the consequences. 

“The convertibility of the rou- 
ble is a necessary condition for 
the integration of our economy 
into world markets.” economist 


G. Matyukhin wrote. 

Foreign trade operations, en- 
terprises' new self-financing 
methods and joint business ven- 
tures would all benefit from a 
convertible rouble, he argued. 

All Soviet enterprises, which 
switched to self-financing at the 
start of the year, were given the 
right to import and export direct- 
ly from April 1. 

But Matyukhin said, the Soviet 
economy was not yet ready for 
the convertible rouble. 

Old management methods still 
existed in the economy despite 
Kremlin leader Mikhail Gor- 
bachev's perestroika reform 
programme, and were incompati- 
ble with a floating currency. 

Matyukhin added that Soviet 
Union had no experience of fluc- 
tuating bank rates and the state 
bank Gosbank had no infrastruc- 
ture to enable it to deal with 
other countries' state banks on 
foreign exchange markets. 

“So if rouble convertibility is 
introduced, there rnuld be a real 
danger of the Soviet economy 
finding itself subject to the ex- 
treme influence of the moods of 
the international hard currency 
market,” he said. 

The question of rouble conver- 
tibility has become more urgent 
as the Soviet Union, eager for 
hard currency, opens up trade 
opportunities to the West. 


for five months, drew up the 
guidelines. 

These authorise new debt for im- 
portant projects as long as they 
save or generate foreign curren- 
cy, ensure transfers of technology 
and training, and do not demand 
repayments before the completed 
projects can repay with their own 
cash flow. 

Borrowing also must not 
undermine the sovereignty or in- 
dependence of the Islamic repub- 
lic, the council said. 

“That’s a pretty demanding set 
of provisos,” said a U.S. com- 
mercial banker. 

A whole string of events has 
shattered foreign business confi- 
dence in Iran since August. 

These range from Khomeini's 
death order on British author 
Salman Rushdie, to his previous 
outright rejection of foreign bor- 
rowing and dependence on West- 
ern business, to last week's call to 
kill Westerner* in revenge for 
Palestinian deaths/ 

Meanwhile, they said, official 
export credit guarantee program- 
mes of European nations could 
supply Iran with extra money and 
commercial banks might be will- 
ing to extend a few more credit 
lines for exporters to Iran. 

Bankers said Britain. France 
and West Germany had not 
changed their official export cre- 
dit lines to Tehran. 

Iran has an external commer- 
cial debt estimated at up to $6 
billion by foreign economists. 
This is an internationally low 40 
to 50 per cent of annual export 
earnings. 

But some independent eco- 
nomists question the view that 
Iran is thereby a good credit risk. 

This is because it relies for at 
least 90 per cent of export earn- 
ings on oil, yet it also needs oil for 
its domestic industry and to ser- 
vice a rising baiter trade. Take 
out oil, and tbe ratio soars to 
about six times export earnings. 


Egypt raises interest rates 

CAIRO (R) — Egypt’s central bank Thursday raised domestic 
interest rates by two to three per cent in a move apparently 
designed to satisfy the International Monetary Fund (IMF) and 
pave the way for debt rescheduling- The decision, effective from 
Monday, increases the maximum rate offered by banks to savers to 
16 per cent from 13 per cent. Interest rates on bank loans were also 
raised by two per cent with a maximum of 19 per cent. Egyptian 
officials haw said the raise — a long standing demand by the IMF 
1 — were aimed at increasing savings. Egypt is engaged in painful 
negotiations with tbe IMF over economic reforms and a team from 
: the international body is expected in Cairo shortly for talks on 
details of a letter of intent prepared by tbe government. Cairo, 
burdened with a S43 billion foreign debt* hopes an agreement with 
the IMF would pave rbe way for rescheduling about S4 billion due 
from July last year to the end of next month. 

Philippines runs into financial straits 

MANILA (AP) — Tbe Philippines has fallen behind in payments 
to a group of 14 creditors and may be declared in default unless 
restructuring talks begin this month, tbe fiaance department says. 
Finance Under-Secretary Ernest Leung said arrears due to the 
international group, called the Paris Club, will amount to about 
S450 million by the end of this month. About half the amount is 
owed to Japan, officials said. The government pays about S50 
million to its creditors every month in maturing principal and 
interest on its official and commercial loans, which totalled $27.92 
billion as of December. Leung said the growing arrears to the Paris 
Club may “lead to a default” unless restructuring talks begin this 
month. He said the Philippines will ask for a three-year restructur- 
ing arrangement with the Paris Qub. Loans ftom the international 
group are usually restructured over an 18-month period. 

Ireland hikes petrol prices 

DUBLIN (R) — The Irish government has permitted petrol prices 
to rise by more than four per cent after a protracted war of words 
with multinational oil companies. Irish Energy Minister Ray Burke 
had imposed a petrol price freeze at the end of March after failing 
to persuade the companies to push prices down voluntarily. He 
accused them at the time of using “strong-arm tactics on a small 
nation.” This prompted the oil firms on April 10 to halt 
temporarily the import of fresh petrol supplies, saying they were 
being forced to sell below cost. A few days later the companies 
agreed to lift the import ban. scrap promotional gifts for motorists, 
take more products from Ireland’s state-owned Whitegate oil 
refinery and abide by the price freeze for the rest of April. Burke, 
who said his prime concern was controlling inflation, announced 
that petrol would now cost 284.2 Irish pence ($4.26) a gallon (4.5 
litres J, one of the highest pump prices in Europe. More than 70 per 
cent of that represents government taxes. 

Iraq buys 10,000 U.S. saloons 

BAGHDAD (R) — Iraqi Trade Minister Mohammad Mahdi Saleh 
has said his ministry’ had signed a contract with General Motors of 
the United States to import 10.000 Chevrolet and Oldsmobile 1990 
saloons. The Iraqi News Agency (INA) quoted Saleh as saying Iraq 


Swiss government unveils plans 
to outlaw money-laundering 


FURNISHED FLAT FOR RENT 

A ground floor, furnished flat consists of one bedroom, a 
small sitting room & kitchen situated at a quiet location 
between 3rd & 4th Circles, Jabal Amman with a nice 
garden. Centrally heated. Can be rented for a short or 
long period of time. 

Please call tel. no. 642643 


ZURICH (R) — The Swiss gov- 
ernment has unveiled plans to 
outlaw money-laundering and 
prevent criminals abusing Swiss 
bank secrecy to dispose of their 
loot. 

Justice Minister Arnold Koller 
said money-laundering should be 
made a crime punishable by up to 
five years in prison or a fine of 
one million Swiss francs 
($595,000). 

“Switzerland does not need 
dirty money.” he told a news 
conference in Berne. "The gov- 
ernment wants to make a con- 
tribution to the fight against drug 
trafficking, money-laundering 
and organised crime.” 

Koller was outlining a draft law 
which will be put before parlia- 


ment this year. It could become 
law in 1990. 

Switzerland has been criticised 
in recent years by police in other 
countries who say its bank secre- 
cy laws make it a safe haven for 
the proceeds of crime. 

The government brought for- 
ward plans to outlaw money- 
laundering after prosecutors said 
last year that over Si billion of 
drugs money had been channel- 
led through Swiss banks. 

Koller said the new law would 
make it an offence for anyone to 
help to conceal tbe origin of 
money which he knew, or had 


reason to suspect, was obtained 
through crime. 

It would also oblige banks to 
check the identity of the real 
beneficiaries of money or valu- 
ables desposited with them. 

"When someone comes now 
with the famous suitcase full of 
dollars, it will no longer be 
enough just to establish the 
identity of the bearer,” Koller 
said. 

Until now, money-laundering 
has only been ao offence in 
Switzerland if it could be shown 
that the funds were going to be 
used in illegal drugs trading. 


4F GOOD NEWS FOR IMPORTERS 4? 
~i : i if Hapag-Lloyd 


■w— y 


,fr — / — Yk... 


REOPENS SERVICE TO 

S AQABA m 




^ In the frame of their semicontainer 

seivice to lndonesia,Hapag Lloyd 

The reopening of this service follows 
mer g'd the Great Hansa Tradition and the 

iSR 111 former conventional Red Sea 
'll . Service. 

The new concept is based on a fast 

dispatch and mainly container operation, howeveribreakbulk cargo will also be accepted 
on the five semicontainer vessels to offer a complete- service with different transport 
alternatives. Cargoes for Jordan and Iraq willibe accepted. 

Two sailings per month are announced with following direct loading ports: 

Amsterdam — Hamburg — Antwerp. 

Bremen cargo will be loaded in Hamburg. 

The transit time from the last loading port Antwerp to Aqaba will be 11 days. 

The first sailing will be performed by M/V ‘HOLSATIA 1 with following loading dates: 

Bremen 05.06. via Hamburg 

Hamburg 05.06. 

Antwerp 08.06. 

Aqaba 19.06. 


General Agents In Jordan: 

T. GARGOUR & FILS (P.S.C). 

Amman: Tel. 622307, 622308, 639557, 621050 Tlx. 21213 Fax. 638896 
Aqaba: Tel. 312215, 312132, 314513, 312008 Tlx. 62231 Fax. 312012 


DELUXE VILLA 


(F urnished or Unfurnished) 
in Alia compound in Marj A1 Ham am 

4 bedrooms, 4 bathrooms, 3 salons, + one living room, kitchen 
+ breakfast table, maid’s room + bathroom, garden with built-in 
barbecue, garage with store room. 

Furniture in top condition. 

For more information please call: 

665930 between 09:00 - 13:00 
711626 between 16:00 - 20:00 


C O Goethe-Institut Amman 

German Language Courses 

Registration: Saturday and Sunday: 13 and 14/5/1989 
from 9-12 noon and 4-6 p.m. 
course duration 8 weeks 16/5- 9/7/1989 
4 times weekly 90 minutes - Saturday, Sunday. Tuesday. 
Wednesday 

course fees: first course: JD 30, other courses JD 20 
Late registration: JD 3 

For further information please call: 641993 
Saturday through Wednesday from 9 am. - 1 p.m., 
ana Wednesday 4-6 p.m. 


^ SK9FL9ERS CARGO 
jyauJI dIijj 

^ Tel. 68)951 .681952 P.O.Box 2803 Amman 
" Tlx. 23B30 KZEXPR JO. Fax, 962.6.681952 


FOR SALE 


1982 Mercedes 200, company owned, 56,000 km, we!! 
maintained, like new, original tires. 

Best offer 

For information call 627556 - Majed 


had already imported 5,000 Chevrolet Celebrity models under a 
contract signed last year. Iraq said earlier this month it had signed 
deals with General Motors and Mercedes-Benz of West Germany 
for the production, of trucks, pickups, buses and saloons.’ 

Britain, China sign huge trade deaf 

LONDON (R) — Britain has unveiled a £3 billion ($5 billion} 
six-year trade deal with China — the biggest between the two 
countries. The Confederation of British Industry fCBI) said 
agreements were signed over the past month between six Chinese 
provinces and municipalities and the 48 group, an organisation of 
British companies specialising in trade with China. Starting in 1991), 
British firms will help modernise Chinese manufacturing indus- 
tries. launch joint ventures and pass on technical know-how. a CBI 
statement said. In return, China will send Britain consumer goods 
including sports equipment, raw materials and components. Offi- 
cial figures show Britain exported £412 million (5684 million} of 
goods to China last year and imported £444 million ($737 million} 
worth. 

Committee to review ESCWA report 

BAGHDAD (Petra) — The technical committee of the Economic 
and Social Commission for Western Asia (ESCWA) meets in 
Baghdad Saturday to discuss the executive secretary general's 
report on its activities, to refer it to ESCWA's 15th ministerial 
session which will be held in Baghdad Wednesday. The commission 
will analyse the private sector projects as part of the economic and 
financial adjustment policies adopted by the commission's member 
states in addition to the commission's financial situation. 

USSR to lend Egypt £200 million 

CAIRO (R) — The Soviet Union will lend £200 million ($340 
million) to Egypt in an attempt to improve ties with its one-time 
ally. Soviet Foreign Economic Relations Minister Konstantin 
Katushev has said. Details of the loan were still lobe discussed, he 
said, but the money would be used to buy equipment and spate 
parts for Soviet-built iron and steel and power plants. Katushev 
said that he would review with Egyptian ministers the current trade 
volume of £600 million a year between the two countries. Egypt 
and the Soviet Union agreed last year to calculate sterling for trade 
transactions at a special exchange rate of three Egyptian pounds. 
The current bank exchange rate is 4.20 Egyptian pounds. 


AMMAN EXCHANGE RATES 


Wednesday, May 10, 

1989 

Swiss tranc - 

315.5 

320.5 

Central Bank official rates 

French franc 

K3J 

WJ 




Japanese ven (for 100) 

398.7 

403.2 




Dutch guilder 

249.6 

252.4 


Bay 

SeeU 


U.S. dollar 

538.0 

S42.0 

Swedish crown 
Italian lira, (for 100) - 



Pound Sterling 

695.5 

906.3 

83.2 

38.6 

84.1 

3«0 

Deutsche mark 

281.2 

284.7 

Belgian franc (for 10 ) 

134.4 

136.0 


LONDON EXCHANGE RATES 

LONDON (R) — Following are the buying and selling rates for 
leading world currencies and gold against the dollar at midday on 
the London foreign exchange and bullion markets Friday. 

One Sterling 1.6615/25 U.S. dollar 

One U.S. dollar 1.1865/75 Canadian dollar 


1.6615/25 

U.S. dollar 

1.1865/75 

Canadian dollar 

1.9175/82 

Deutsche marks 

2.1615/22 

Dutch guilders 

1.7115/25 

Swiss, francs 

40.12/15 

Belgian fraacs 

6.4790/840 

French francs 

1397/1398 

Ttalian lire 

136.00/10 

Japanese yen 

6.4870/920 

Swedish crowns 

6.9340/90 

Norwegian crowns 

7.4610/60 

Danish crowns 

379.50/380.00 

U.S. dollars 


One ounce of gold 


WORLD STOCK MARKETS 


By Reuters 

SYDNEY — Shares closed at their highest level since January 31, 
buoyed by overseas investors and a 55 cent rise in News Corp. 
The All Ordinaries rose 21.9 to 1,537.1 by 0700 GMT. 

TOKYO — Share prices closed with strong losses in thin trading, 
with investors unwilling to hold positions ahead of the weekend 
and release of the U.S. April producer price index. The Nikkei 
index fell 215.16 to 33,866.33. 

HONG KONG — Cautious sentiment pushed share prices 
narrowly lower in sluggish trade. The Hang Seng index fell 6.67 to 
3,278.43. 

SINGAPORE — Shares closed generally easier but above the 
day’s lows, with falls leading rises by 148 to 63. The Straits Times 
industrial index shed 2.25 points to 1,285.07. 

BOMBAY — Share prices recovered smartly in active trading for 
the new account after sentiment was boosted by lower Contango 
charges. Associated Cement rose 19 rupees to 326. 

FRANKFURT — Shares fell across the board, undermined by 
continued worries over a higher dollar and domestic inflation and 
the desire to clear positions before the long Whitsun weekend. 
The DAX index fell 10.95 to 1,347.84. 

ZURICH — Prices edged higher on low volume before the 
Whitsun weekend, with Wall Street’s firmer dose providing some 
support. The all-share index rose 1.2 to 1,012.9. 

PARIS — Prices were slightly lower by midday, reversing earlier 
gains in thin pre-holiday trading. 

LONDON — Share prices were sharplv higher.' posting a new 
post-crash iintra-day high of 2,136.9 on tbe FTSE index, 
following a 45-point gain on Wall Street. At 1408 GMT the index 
was up 24.1 at 2,134.7 on a turnover of 391 million shares. 

NEW YORK — U.S. blue chips slipped below their peaks but 
remained sharply higher in mid-morning on news that April 
producer prices rose less than expected. .Stocks followed bonds, . 
which rose sharply on the report. The Dow was up 38 at 2,421. 


REQUIRED 

SENIOR QUANTITY SURVEYOR 

Applications are invited from suitably experienced and 
qualified persons fully conversant with ail stages of 
Contract Administration and Management from bid prepa- 
ration to final account settlement 
You should have a B.Sc (Quantify Surveying) andlo r 
Corporate Membership of the R.I.C.S. (Quantity Surveying 
Division) and at least 10 years experience preferably with 
major Contractors. ' , 

The role requires an effective communicator who is. 
strongly commercially and contractually oriented and who 
can work on his own initiative.; . .. , .... . 

Suitable applicants should apply,; till May 1$ 
t989, providing full C.V* salary expectation and 
recent photograph to: . . 


P.O. Box 9410 
Amman - Jordan' 
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Hansen set for 400th appearance for 
Liverpool in Wimbledon clash 
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LONDON (R) — Captain Alan 
Hansen is poised to make his 
400th appearance for . Liverpool 
i Saturday when the "English 
• League champions bid to main- 
; tain their challenge for the tide 

- against Wimbledon. 

Scottish international defender 
' Hansen, injured for. a long spell 
this season, has been a major 
■ influence on Liverpool's revival 
I and late challenge to . leaders 1 
i Arsenal. 

His experience could be invalu- 
able against Wimbledon, who- 
beat Liverpool in last season’s 
Football Association (F.A.) Cup 
final, nod keep alive their hopes 
'-(^..overhauling Arsenal. 

. Tiyerpool are five points be- 
, bnBL|be London dub, but have 
rio&M»atdum._ hand and meet 

- ArseasaL at home May 26 in what 

to . be i i championship 
-shawJpwn.:;-. 

wto .will be seeking 
t&etr foxutli successive win when 
'tfie^T*ry>Derby at home Satur- 
day ; have 72 points from 35 
HiMches. Liverpool have 67 from 
3^: ':^.- - '.-. v - 
- - Thu^placcd Norwich travel to 
fkllufouf^ho are desperate to win 
‘ tb.avoid relegation, but intend to 
. ' stew no mercy. 

-Liuton will have the advantage 
I • their synthetic surface, . and 
lyorvridi, chafopfonshipl conten- . 
ders fpr mostof the season and 


beaten F.A. Cnp semifrnalists, 
have no prizes left to play for. 

But Norwich winger Dale Gor- 
don has promised they will be 
going flat out in an attempt to 
finish their successful season with 
a flourish. 

"We have still got third place 
to play for — and that would 
mean a lot because the highest 
the dub has finished before was 
fifth," Gordon said. 

"On top of that our record on 
Luton's pitch has been good over 
the last two or three seasons. 
Personally, I’ve never found plas- 
tic pitches a problem. We've got 
the sort of side that like to knock 
it about, so it should suit us 
really." 

Like Luton, Aston Villa, Mid- 
dlesbrough, Sheffield W^dnesfiay 
and West Ham must also win to 
keep their hopes of beating re- 
legation alive. 

Villa take on Coventry at 
borne. West Ham, after four suc- 
cessive wins, travel to Everton, 
and Wednesday meet Middles- 
brough at Hillsborough. A defeat 
for Middlesbrough would almost . 
certainly condemn them to the 
Second Division. 

World Cup squad 

Manager Bobby Robsoo 
guarded against all possibilities 
Friday when he named a 27- 
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GOREN BRIDGE 


BYCHARLE8 GOREN 
V . y: AND OHAR SHARIF 

*-»* 'em* Trttm Mafia Sanicoa. tnc. 


ANSWERS TO W EEKLY BRIDGE QUIZ 


South, vulnerable, you 

; hold: 

; #E7: 9K»\ OAQ105 *J986 
.Tbebiddinghu proceeded: 

.Sooth West North East ' 

■1^,-- Pan 2 * - Pass 

1 What da you Ud now? 

* A^-AVhat’s the -problem? Surely 
L .noth four-card support for part- 
nor’® nut, a raise to three dubs is 
obviotts* But if eyer there was an 
exception to that rule, this hand is 
‘ [L A nrae-tiick contract seems more 
Jeaabte thas as-lJ -trick one, and a 
; rebid of two np trump win have tbe 
added -boiefit 'of : protectmg your, 
-temues fiom^adead through. 

Q.2r-'Bptb.ivineraUe, as South you 
hokfc . - . ■ 

*K983. -9AJ7Z 083 *762 

-The bidding 's proceeded: ' 

Nattt -E air Wear . 
i # p*ss • 

3 9 Paw'': ? te'.‘ ■ 

Whit do you bid now? 

A.— Partner’s three karts is a game 
try'. and does' not necessarily prom- 
ise areal suit. Nevertheless, since 
you are going io game anyway you 
might as well offer a choice'of- con- 
tracts. Bid four hearts. Should part- 
ner-have four hearts, the 4-4 fit 
could play better than the 5-4— he 
might.be able to (fiscaid ooe.of your 
losers on. his fifth spade. 

CM— As South, vulnerable, yon 
hold: 

4K983 9AV72 063 *QJ7 

Partner opens the .bidding with one 
heart- What do you respond? 

A. — Unless ybu’re playing Hunt 
raises, you are not strong enough 
for a jump raise to three hearts, but 
too strong for a simple raise to two 
hearts. The solution is to make a 
tempo ri zing bid of one spade, then 


bid hearts at the three-level next. 
That secondary jump, if necessary, 
is considered invitational, - not 
forcing. 

Qj 4 — Both vulnerable, as South you 
bold: 

*15 9762 0942 *AKJM7 

Partner opens the bidding with one 
no tramp. What do you respond? ' 
A.— If you consider only point 
count, your 8 points qualify for an 
invitational raise to two no tramp. 
However, this hand rates to produce 
five tricks for partner, making it a 
much better hand than one with, 
say. some random collection of sec- 
ondary hi gh cards. Bid three no 
trump. 

Q.5 — Both vulnerable, as South you 
hold: 

. *KI1IS!S 986 0QJ3 *KJ7 
The bidding has proceed e d: 

North East Sooth West 

1 9 Pass 1 * Pass 

2 9 . Pan T 

What action do you take? 

A. — You have two chokes: a raise 
to three hearts, or a bid of two no 
tramp. {A rebid of two spades 
would show at least a six-card suit 
and less outside strength.) With ten- 
aces and soft values, we fed the 
latter bid is more descriptive. 

Q.6— Both vulnerable, as South you 
hold: 

*0753 9J82 0Q9652 *4 

Partner opens the bidding with two 
no trump. What do you respond? 
-A.— With your unbalanced hand, 
you. would prefer a suit contract if 
one was available. Bid three clubs, a 
request for partner to show a four- 
card major. If be bids spades, raise 
to game. Over anything else, settle 
for three no tramp. 



THE BETTER H ALF, 


By Harris 




VWRNlNG: 
KNOWING 
STANLEY PARKER 
MAY. BE HAZARDOUS 
To. YOUR 
MENTAL HEALTH. 



: “The surgeon general was here 
today.” 
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t THAT SCRAMBLED WORD GAME 
|3 by Henri Arnold and Bob i^e 


Unacramble these lour Jia n b |u a. 

ono tetter to each square, to form 
four ordinary words. - 


( USKY 


mamm 

JU 


NOROH 

I 


1 


1 



YORCAN 

GDE 



mm 

iiBH 

Bn 


IF YOU WANT 
. tosucceepasa 

VIOLINIST THIS IS 
HOW YOU HAVE TO 
GET INVOLVED 
WITH YOUR MUSIC... 

Now arrange the circled tetters to 
form the surprise answer, as sug- 
gested by the above cartoon. 


• Print answer here: ¥n (TT X JDC X X jQ 


(Answers tomorrow) 

Yesterday's i Jumtites: HOJSI fWITY BUTTON DETACH 


-i 


Answer He aimed to 
A BAD 


but he was this— 


ter 


strong squad of players for Eng- 
land's World Cup qualifying 
match against Poland and warm- 
up matches against Chile, Scot- 
land and Denmark. 

Robson's planning for the 
European qualifying Group Two 
clash with Poland June 3, the 
Rous Cup meetings with Chile 
and Scotland and friendly in De- 
nmark has been upset by a con- 
gested domestic fixture list fol- 
lowing the Hillsborough disaster 
April 15. 

Champions Liverpool have 
several fixtures to complete and, 
as a result, their players — and 
those of league- leaders and title 
rivals Arsenal — are available 
only for the matches against Po- 
land and Denmark. 

To compensate for their abs- 
ence, Robson has recalled central 
defender Mark Wright and mid- 
fielder Trevor Steven, both dis- 
carded after England's failure at 
last year's European Cham- 
pionship finals, midfielder 
Michael Phelan and strikers Mick 
Haiford and Tony Cottee. 

These five have been added to 
the 22 who made up the squad for 
last month’s 5-0 win over 
Albania, but are expected to be 
replaced when the six selected 
Liverpool and Arsenal players 
become available after the Rous 
Cup ties — defender Tony 
Adams, midfielders Steve McMa- 
hon and David Ro castle and for- 
wards Alan Smith, John Barnes 
and Peter Beardsley. 

Robson saidr “I have not bad a 
more complicated situation in all 
my time as England manager. 
The Liverpool lads are going to 
be leg weary. They are going to 
have a fairly heavy feast of foot- 
ball between now and when we 
reassemble for the Poland 
game.” 



Rudd Gullit 

Gullit hopes 
to return 
Sunday 

MILAN (R) — Dutch soccer 
star Ruud GuOif could play for 
European Cup finalists AC 
Milan Sunday for the first time 
since a cartilage operation 
three weeks ago. 

Club sources said trainer 
Arrigo Sacchi would decide by 
Saturday whether to field Gul- 
lit, who had knee surgery April 
21 two days after AC Milan 
thrashed Real Madrid 5-0 to 
reach the Champions* Cup 
final. 

Gullit said he hoped to play 
at least part of Sunday's I league 
game when third-placed AC 
Milan face Sampdoria, Insing 
finalists to Barcelona in 
Wednesday’s European Cop 
Winners’ Cup. 

“I hope to play at least one 
half,’* Gullit told reporters. 

Tbe cartilage problem has 
capped a season of upsets for 
Gullit, who led the Netherlands 
to their European Cham- 
pjoiehip triumph last year and 
who has reached his first Earn- 
peau dob final with Milan. 

“Now the only way 1 can go 
is np,** Gullit said. 


FORECAST FOR SATURDAY. MAY 13. 1989 


mu HOROSCOPE 

by Thomas Pierson, Astrologer, Carroll Righter Institute 


GENERAL TENDENCIES: 
There is a lot going on behind the 
scenes. Romantic adventure 
mingles with fun and games. A 
culinary creation, music and danc- 
ing. plus moonlight, are recom- 
mended. 

ARIES (Mar. 21 to Apr. 191 A 
misunderstanding is swept aside 
and finally becomes a dead issue. 
Details on an important decision 
are revealed. Plan a vacation. 

TAURUS (Apr. 20 to May 20) A 
repair project can get you in over 
your head. Seek out an expert 
before you start. Be with beautiful 
people tonight, but set a curfew. 

GEMINI (May 21 to June 21) 
You resolve a family matter 
through discussion. The financial 
pie is cut into too many pieces. Con- 
solidate your bills. 

MOON CHILDREN (June 22 to 
Jul. 211 It is a good shopping day, 
but hasty action may deprive you 
of looking and comparing. Bargain- 
ing will solve cash flow problem. 

LEO (Jul. 22 to Aug. 211 You are 
lighthearted, funny, witty and 
entertaining. All that is left is to 
make a renewed effort to curb bad 
habits. 

VIRGO (Aug. 22 to Sept. 22) 
Avoid talking tike an expert, unless 
you are one. Show your best side to 
your mate. Focus on sensuality, 
glamour and entertainment. 

LIBRA (Sept. 23 to Oct. 22) The 
day's tempo slouches and sags until 
afternoon. After that, expect some 


fun moments as'lhe action picks up. 
Do your own thing. 

SCORPIO (Oct. 23 to Nov. 21) 
You triumph, privately, when a new 
idea solves an annoying intellectual 
problem. Your powers of analysis 
and communications are great. 

SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22 to Dec. 
21) You receive a surprise — 
everyone is ready on time. It is a 
great day for impulsive adventure 
and fun. 

CAPRICORN (Dec. 22 to Jan. 20) 
Today's scenario features personal 
ambition, desires, sensuality and 
style. Push aside inhibitions and be 
unconventional. 

AQUARIUS (Jan. 21 to Feb. 19) 
A laid-back morning moves along 
into an energetic afternoon. 
Homespun activities will get tbe 
best results. 

PISCES (Feb. 20 to Mar. 20) The 
day's activities may falter if 
schedules must be met. You con- 
sider a change of environment. Per- 
sonal property is a concern. 

If Yonr Child Is Born Today 

He or she will be visionary, 
restrained, patient and kind. In- 
tellectual abilities will be influenced 
by an ability to analyze and see into 
the future. Expect your child to be 
able to use fantasy in a creative 
way and to apply talents to worth- 
while endeavors. 

• • » 

"The Stars impel; they do not 
compel.” What you make of your 
life is largely up to you! 

•§ 1989, McN aught Synd. 


THE Daily Crossword * 


Samuel K. Rtegner 


ACROSS 
t Snatch 
6 Jimmy of 
tennis 

10 Savoir-faire 

14 Columbus' 
state 

15 Flnum 

16 A Bradley 

17 Round Table 
knight 

18 Of birds 

19 Swamp 

20 Soda tubes 

22 Spaghetti 

23 Alphabet run 

26 Healthy 

27 Beginning 

28 Short-legged 
rodent 

30 Stallone rote 

32 More aloof 

33 Sea guH 

34 Farrow of 
Hires 

37 Donne quote 

41 — at a time 

42 Part of TLC 

43 An O’Neal 

44 New 
Zealander 

46 Photo taker 

47 Planet 

SO Heavy shoe 

52 Itch 

53 Commons* 

54 — hr 
( In terru pt s) 

56 Fpofooie abfar. 

57 Ice cream 
dessert 

58 Unwritten 

poetry 

82 Droop laxly 

63 Take — (undo) 

64 Stare stupidly 

65 Gaelic 

66 Talking bird 

67 Paris airport 

DOWN 
1 Safer 
S Or. letter 
8 Ozone 

4 Head man 

5 Turk, 
mountain 


* 

a 

m 

a 

a 

■ 

■ 

■ 

U 

■ 

■ 

■ 



C ran Tittun* UMM Swvieaa. Inc. 
“I RtgMs Rnarvad 


6 Competitor 

7 Song from 
“PWcferOn 
The Roof” 

B Too badl 
9 Repu’s 
counterpart 

10 Love apple 

11 Wrong 

12 — blanche 

13 Pay for 

21 Brier 

22 Place lor 
Ubetfcm 

23 Kind of add 

24 Rasher strip 

25 Felony 
27 Afc prat 
29 — culpa 

31 Br. compo se r 

33 Despot 

34 Buddy: Br. 

35 Harden 

3S UMfiaoa Am 
huckster 

38 Secrod Image 
38 Phase 


Yesterday's Panto Satire* 


nnnun nnnn nnran 
nonnn nnnn nraara 
nnnjnnnnnnn □non 
nnn nnnn nnnnnm 
nonn dhou 
nnnnnm onmiiiaa 
nannn nnnn nnnn 
eonn nnnon nnnn 
nnnn nnnn ramrinn 
nnnnnnnn rannnnn 
nnnn nnnn 
nnnnnn noun non 
nnnn nnnnnnnnnn 
nnnn nnnn nnnnn 
nnnn nnnn nnnnn 


40 On the — 

44 Snafu 
46 Exist 

46 "The 
iceman — " 

47 Frame part 
46 Pergola 

48 Evening dress 


51 Zodiac sign 

54 Transcript 

55 Utah's state 


67 Dufi sound 

59 Certain value 

60 Hooter 

61 Pte te the — 


Lendl, Becker reach German semifinals 


HAMBURG (AP) — Ivan Lendl 
and Boris Becker, seeded to meet 
in tbe championship match, Fri- 
day advanced to the semi-finals of 
the German Open men's tennis 
tournament. 

Lendel swept past Jonas Svens- 
son of Sweden 6-2, 6-2. while 
Becker's quarterfinal opponent, 
Paolo Cane of Italy, defaulted 
because of a hamstring strain. 

In Saturday's semifinals, Beck- 
er will play Horst Skoff of Au- 
stria, who beat Michael WestpbaJ 
of West Germany 6-1, 6-3 in 
another quarterfinal match 
Friday. 

Lend! will meet the winner of 
tbe match between American 
veteran Jimmy Connors and Carl- 
Uwe Steeb of West Germany. 

Lendl is the top seed in the 
$692,500 Nabisco Grand Prix 


day-court tournament and Beck- 
er is second. The seedings reflect 
their current world rankings. 

“He is so pumped up after 
winning the tournament of cham- 
pions. he is playing very well," 
said Lendl's coach Tony Roche. 
"He is really looking forward to 
the French Open." 

Lendl swept through the New 
York tournament last week with- 
out dropping a set in five matches 
and won his fourth title of the 
year. 

He has not dropped a set in his 
first three matches of the German 
open. 

Svensson, ranked 21st in the 
world, upset Lendl in the quarter- 
finals of the French open last 
year. Bat the Swede had no 
chance against Lendl Friday. 

Lendl lost his No. 1 world 


ranking to Mats Wilander of 
Sweden after failing to win any of 
tbe four grand slam tournaments 
last year. But he returned to form 
after a shoulder operation and 
has regained the top ranking. 

•“The year has been good so far 
for me,” Lendl said after dis- 
patching Svensson in one hour 
and 18 minutes. 

“I don’t have trouble motivat- 
ing myself. I like winning," Lendl 
said. 

“My next goal is the French 
Open and then, of course, Wimb- 
ledon. I’d love to win Wimble- 
don. m do my best." 

Wimbledon is the only grand 
‘slam tournament Lendl has never 
won. 

“If I won Wimbledon and then 
dropped to 270 in (world) rank- 
ings at the end of the year. I’d be 


happy,". he said. 

Becker has demonstrated a 
new-found confidence on clay in 
rolling through his first two 
matches here. 

"To take over tbe No. 1 spot 
from Lendl . I have to play well cm 
day," said the West German. 

Becker, 21, won back-to-back 
Wimbledon titles in 1985 and 
1986 but has never won a tourna- 
ment on day. He has climbed 
back to the No. 2 rank after three 
years. 

“I am more experienced now 
than three years ago," Becker 
said. “I have learned from my 
defeats, 1 have learned to be 
more patient, espedally on day.” 

“But I am not under pressure 
to replace Ivan at the top," Beck- 
er said. “It's the biggest and tbe 
most diffi cult step.” 


Johnson 
injured 
in fight 


TORONTO lAP) — Ben John- 
son. the central figure in a federal 
drug inquiry in Canada, sustained 
minor injuries in a fight after 
leaving a nightclub. 

Johnson, the world record-hol- 
der in the 100-metre dash, was 
disqualified from the 1988 Olym- 
pics after testing positive for ster- 
oids. 

Johnson had just left a night- 
club early Thursday and was driv- 
ing his mother's car about 1:45 
a.m. when he slowed to allow a 
group of pedestrians to cross tbe 
street. As they were crossing, a 
man banged on Johnson’s car, 
police said. 

Police said that when Johnson 
got out of the car to challenge the 
man, tbe sprinter was punched in 
the face. They said another man 
then jumped on the hood of the 
car and kicked in tbe .windshield, 
causing $700 worth of damage. 

Johnson chased a suspect and 
held him until police arrived, 
Sgt. David Donald said. 

Johnson was treated in a hos- 
pital for a broken tooth and 
swollen lip and pras released. 

Desai Williams, also a member 
of Canada's Olympic track team, 
and a woman friend were in the 
car during the incident, but were 
not involved in the altercation, 
police said. 

John Cesar. 24, was charged 
with mischief oyer $1,000. Police 
were looking for the man they 
said assaulted Johnson. 

Meanwhile; at the federal in- 
quiry Thursday, Johnson’s team- 
mates said they conld tell by his 
moods when he was on anabolic 
steroids. 

Glenn Bogue, a former 
athletes' representative with the 
Canadian Track and Field Asso- 
ciation, testified that Williams 
actecTout of frustration and fear 
for Johnson's health when he 
talked about rampant cheating at 
the Sprinter’s Toronto track dub 
in 1985. 

Bogue said Williams could tell 
when Johnson was on the musde- 
b oil ding drugs. 


y THE GENERAL UNION OF VOLUNTARY V 
/ SOCIETIES - JORDAN N 

& 

UNION OF VOLUNTARY SOCIETIES - AMMAN 

& 

MENTAL HEALTH SOCIETY 

Take Ihe pleasure of announcing the Music and Songs Show performed by 

<6 


At the Palace of Culture/AI-Hussein Sports City 
at 8:00 p.m. May 13, 14, 15. 



Tickets available for 5, 3, and 1 J.D. at the following places 


* Down Town lizeileh Sto/es 

*Jabai Ammir fieinbow'SuDerrna'ket / 1st C‘*cle 

Al-Wahm Sto-e» / Circle 
. Orttiodcx Club 

ftoyai Automobile Ciub/Stb Cl-cte 


*-Shmeisin1 




Sight ar.d Souhb 
Frlcordo 
Bablche 
Atta All 


* Jaba! A!-Hu»*eir. Do Re V< Music Center / Su-alna Circle 

*jabai Al Weiodei — UnWe-allv Book»lo-« 

Gererai lin en c( Voluntary Socieile*. 

< Spans C.ty _____ !mael S-acty Saioor 
*S«el*teh tetlKIfll Bookshop 

* Tickets are sold at the Palace of Culture entrance 

prior to every show 


All proceeds will go to Voluntary Social Services. 




Peanuts 


'IP YOU 6ET ON THIS TIME 
LUCY, SEE IF YOU CAN 
5TEAL 5EC0NP BASE.. 

~N — Hi 





HOU/ WILL I KNOW ITS 
5EC0NP 0A5E? DOES IT 
HAVE A NUMBER ON IT 7 
WHAT IF I STEAL NINTH 
SA5E BY MISTAKE? 

fru 


IT 5 FUNNY.-THAT'S ONE OF 
THOSE THIN65 A MANAGER 
NEVER THINK5 ABOUT.. 

K 



B.C. 



rM NOT fat/ \‘fA JUST 
FLUIDS ! 




LOOTS, UKE'itutee 
KEERM’A FRBTTY 
Tl<^TGfaP«^>6UR 
soups.ThEi2e,Tcao' 


7 



BY JOHNNY HART 

Ml&riT AS W£ll. 
eer^ucKsiH, 

WASSONN A 

WriAM ANYWAY. 



Andy Capp 



ANDY CHRISTENED 
IT BY CALLING /WE 
FROM THE PUB 
LAST NIGHT. 

That’s really 
WHYIOVWE 
ROUND HERE, FLO - 


W 



BP 1 




— NDU 
SHOULD'VE 
HEARD 
WHAT HE 

CALLED 

ME-/ 
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§e rally in Yerevan; 
shes in Turkmenia 


MOSCOW (R) — Hundreds of thousands of people 
gathered in the Armenian capital of Yerevan to 
make fresh demands for border changes in the 
Soviet Transcausus region, an Armenian journalist 
said Friday. 


Soviet newspapers 2 lso re- 
ported clashes in the southern 
Republic of Turkemenia between 
police and young people shouting 
nationalist siosans and complain- 
ing about high-priced goods and 
services in private cooperatives. 

A journalist at the Armenpress 
news agency in Yerevan said up 
to 4C0.UU0 people had gathered in 
a central square Thursday to de- 
mand the transfer to Armenia of 
the disputed territory of 
Nagorno-Karabakh. 

He said protesters called for a 
■'eba-e or. the issue in both the 
.-.rmer.ian Supreme Soviet and 
■lie Congress of Peopel's De- 
puties. the revamped Soviet par- 
liament meeting for the first time 
iater this month. 

Participants at the meeting, 
held with official permission, also 
repeated demands for the release 
of 14 members of the banned 
Karabakh Committee, which has 
.’ed 2 campaign to secure the 


return of Nagorno-Karabakh 


from neighbouring Azerbaijan. 
Tne 14 were detained last De- 


cember at the height of months of 
tension over the territory in 
which 91 people were killed in 
Armenia and Azerbaijan. 

The meeting was the second in 
less than a week in Yerevan 
connected with Nagorno-Kara- 
bakh as Armenians appeared to 
be growing increasingly impatient 
with a Kremlin-appointed com- 
mittee appointed in January to 
ran the territory. 

Some reports said Thursday’s 
meering heard calls for the res- 
ignation of Arkady Volsky, the 
committee's chairman. 

Nagorno-Karabakh was re- 
ported calm Friday two days after 
armoured vehicles were deployed 
there to deal with renewed dis- 
turbances last week which left 
seven people injured. 

Almost all factories in the area 
have been on strike since May 3 
and an overnight curfew is in 
force. 

Residents in the territory, 
populated mainly by Armenians 
but run by Azerbaijan since 1923, 
have been demanding in recent 


days and end to Azerbaijani con- 
struction projects and contacts 
with the Azerbaijani leadership. 

In Turkmenia, on the border 
with Iran, the Communist Party 
daily Pravda said IS policemen 
were injured in clashes with 
young people Tuesday in the oil- 
producing town of Nebit-Dag. 


Pravda said demonstrators set 
fire to 19 shops, damaged six fire 
engines attending calls and burled 
paving stones at police at the end 
of a public holiday commemorat- 
ing the Nazi surrender in World 
War H. 


It described the demonstrators 
as hooligans dissatisfied with the 
quality of cooperatives — private 
businesses providing goods often 
in short supply. 

Komsomols kaya Pravda, daily 
of the Young Communist 
League, said demonstrators were 
shouting nationalist slogans and 
denouncing public institutions. 

It said much of the anger was 
directed at Armenians and sug- 
gested it was because they ran 
large numbers of market stalls. 

On May Day, about 100 young 
people were detained after riot- 
ing in Ashkhabad, capital of 
Turkmenia, also linked to com- 
plaints about high prices and poor 
quality offered by coopratives. 



A tiny vessel carrying 34 Vietnamese refugees 
arrives in Hong Kong harbour after a 60-day ■ 
voyage. More' than 500 ‘boat people’ arrived in 


Hong Kong over the weekend swelling the over- 
crowded Vietnamese refugee population to 31,000. 


h 




calls on its people 
to flee the country 


BANGKOK (APj — A Viet- 
namese radio broadcast has urged 
citizens not to flee the country by 
boat, warning that they face’ in- 
creasingly vicious piracy and 
countries no longer willing to give 
them reh«*jc. 

‘■■-Vr p! * vv.r-ul.i n:' leave 
the c ■ n - 1 3 ri’egaUy sir n%. (•;. 

j ;"he law. coon ini. di* 

•er {' : themselves :ind cauMnc 
difficulties in relations between 
our country and neighbouring 
states,” the domestic Radio 
Hanoi said Wednesday. 

A text of the broadcast was 
seen in Bangkok Friday. 

An estimated 1.5 million or 
more Vietnamese have fled their 
country seeking new homes in the 
We<t ;■ 'he c'mmnnists defe- 
ated ‘he 5 J. 5. -backed govern- 
ment h ’■euth Vietnam in 1975. 
The tc ether Asian na- 

iio:. -1 Hnr.c Kong has in- 
creased dramatically In recent 
months, and governments have 
repeatedly demanded that Viet- 
nam take steps to curb it. 

Radio Hanoi said, “we already 
have documents that reflect the 


generous policy of our party and 
state to respect civil liberties, and 
at the same time reflect the strict- 
ness of the law against those who 
deliberately violate promulgated 
regulations.” 

It said two government de- 
crees. in 1979 and last February, 
people to resettle in foreign 
countries through legal channels 
or to go abroad for short trips to 
see families or for personal busi- 
ness. 

The broadcast gave graphic de- 
tails from media accounts of rape, 
abduction and murder by Thai 
pirates in the Gulf of Thailand 
and the South China Sea. 

“Armed with guns and other 
weapons, such as daggers, 
swords, grappling hooks and so 
forth, they ply their trade in 
unpafrolled international wa- 
ters.” it warned. 

The radio told citizens that 
countries grown weary of the 


bers in March stopped resettle- 
ment and said there was no op- 
tion for the migrants but to return 
to Vietnam. 

ASEAN, the Association of 
Southeast Asian Nations, joins 
Thailand, Indonesia, Malaysia, 
the Philippines, Brunei and Sing- 
apore. 

The Thai government's tough 
policy “has proved to be a great 
boon to the pirates." the broad- 
cast said. 

Figures compiled by the United 
Nations' refugee agency show a 
dramatic increase in violent 
attacks on boat people. More 
than 600 people were killed or 
left missing and presumed dead in 
1988 and the first three months of 
this year. 


Charge a gainst C hina 


boat people are trying to repel 


them and deny them any oppor- 
tunity to resettle in Western na- 
tions. It noted that Hong Kong 
last June and the ASEAN mem- 


Vietnam’s Official Communist 
Party newspaper Friday charged 
that in talks this week in Beijing, 
China reneged on a pledge to 
normalise relations with Vietnam 
if Vietnam withdraws from Cam- 
bodia. 


Ito rejects premiership, Tokyo stymied 


TOKYO (R) — Veteran 
Japanese politician Masayoshi 
Ito, the feadig candidate fur 
Prime Minister Nobora 
Takesfait&’s job, formally de- 
clined the offer Friday. 

But officials of the ruling 
Liberal Democatic Party (LDP) 
said they would meet him again 
Saturday to continue the search 
for a new party leader and 
premier. 

In talks with LDP Secretary- 
Geneal Shintaro Abe, 75-year- 
old Ito cited health problems 
for refusing the post, .deputy 
Secretary-General Ryu taro 
Hashimoto said. 

“Mr. Ho told Abe and other 
tenders he made the decision 
not to accept the offer after 
thoroughly thhiking it out,” 
Hashimoto told a news confer- 


ence. 


“But tins is not oar final 
condosKHL,'' Hashimoto said, 
in disclosing that party leaders 
would be meeting Ito again. 

Ito, a funner foreign minis- 
ter who served briefly as acting 
premier is 1980 after the death 
.of Masayoshi Ohira, told the 
meeting be faced strong opposi- 
tion to his plan to do away with 
factions and money politics 
within the party. 

Takeshita, who has 
announced he will step down by 
the end of May over the Recruit 
shares-for-favonrs scandal, has 
only two weeks left to find a 
successor. 

The Recruit Telecommunica- 
tions and Pu blishing firm hand- 
ed out about 10 billion yen ($75 
million) in pre-bsted shares, 
political contributions and 
other donations to dozens of 


politicians, dvfl servants and 
businessmen to advance its 
business. 


Public prosecutors have 
arrested 13 bnsinessmen and 
civil servants and questioned 
one senior potitirian. They have 
determined that some of the 
handouts were bribes, accord- 
ing to indictment documents. 

“Who will be our next 
saviour?” asked one LDP offi- 
cial in reply to a question about 
who may be next in line. 

“Who would want to take 
over the job from somebody 
who just left a big mess?” said 
Hideo Usui, an LDP member of 
parliament and a leader of a 
group that called for Takestn- 
ta’s resignation. 

“The top party leaders 
should have all resigned en 


masse to prevent tins,” 

Faction leaders, the actual 
powerbrokers in the pro-Amer- 
ican, business-oriented LDP, 
are usually eager candidates to 
assume Japan’s top govern- 
ment post. 


But the current leaders, in- 
cluding Secretary-General Abe 
and former Finance Minister 
K i M ri Miyazawa, have all been 
implicated in tbe Recruit scan- 
dal, leaving only Ito and some 
minor players in the limelight. 


Press reports have suggested 
as possibilities chief Cabinet 
Secretary Masafaaru Gotoda, 
former International Trade 
mid Industry Minister Toshio 
Komoto, former Lower House 
Speaker Mkfaita Sakata and 
former Deputy Premier Shin 
Kaaemaru. 


De Klerk 


rule of 


majority. 


minority 


JOHANNESBURG (AP) — 
National Party leader F.W. de 
Klerk, expected to become tbe 
next president, said Friday he 
seeks a “drastically changed" 
political system in which neither 
the white minority nor the black 
majority can dominate. 

In his most detailed policy 
speech since becoming -party 
leader Feb. 2, de Klerk told 
parliament that establishment of 
a one-person, one-vote system 
would lead to black majority rule, 
which he termed “totally un- 
acceptable.' 4 

But excluding blaks from deci- 
sion-making, as advocated by the 
far-right Conservative Party 
(CP), “would ultimately lead to 
conflict and revolution that would 





WM 

A Kk 


vll 


F.W. de Klerk 


destroy the very security and 
freedom of whites which the CP 


claims to be protecting," de 
Klerk said. 

He said tbe National Party 
sought a system in which deci- 
sions were, made by consensus. 
Disputes "should be settled by a 
fair referee,” he said, without 
elaborating. 

“White security can never be 
built on injustice toward others," 
he said. "The present situation 


cannot last indefinitely. Things 
will have to change drastically 
and quickly." 

De Klerk, 53, became party 
leader when the post was vacated 
by President P.W. Botha, who 
suffered a stroke in January. 
Botha, head of government since 
1978, plans to retire after a gener- 
al election Sept. 6. and de Klerk, 
the education minister, is virtual- 
ly assured of succeeding him. 

The National Party is expected 
to retain its overwhelming major- 
ity in the dominant white cham- 
ber of parliament despite chal- 
lenges from the Conservative 
Party and the anti-apartheid 
Democratic Party. 

“The Conservative Party 
stands for a minority government 
in a South Africa that will, by 
their own admission, in perpetui- 
ty be populated by a majority of 
people of colour. It is unfair and 
does not pass the test of justice," 
de Klerk said. 


Students to pursue 


anti-Rob campaign 


TAEJON, South Korea (AP) — 
Radical student leaders vowed 
Friday to condone a drive to oust 
President Roh Tae-Woo and ex- 
pel U.S. forces, as thousands of 
supporters chanted “Get out 
Yankee devils.” 


About 4,000 radical . student 
representatives from colleges 
across South Korea attended a 
meeting of the National Council 
of Students in Taejon to discuss 
strategy and prepare for anti- 
government protests. 

Authorities mobilised about 
4,000 riot police for the studeat 
meeting at Chungnam Universi- 
ty, but troopers did not inter- 
vene. 

Top Student leaders de- 
nounced the Roh government, 
charging it was plotting to impose 
authoritarian rule. Leaders called 
for nationwide protests later this 
month to topple Rob. 

“We must oust the Roh reg- 
ime.” said one leader as students 
cheered and beat drums and brass 


gongs. 

In the southwestern city of 
Kwangju, thousands of students 
were gathering to participate in 
rallies denouncing the death of a 
24-year-old student whose body 
was found Wednesday. Dissident 
groups have charged that the 
student. Lee Chol-Kyu, was tor- 
tured and killed, by police. 

Police have denied the charges 
and Roh has ordered an inves- 
tigation into the case. About 30 
students visited the hospital mor- 


and the Roh government were 
imposing colonial rule on the 
country. 

Other speakers charged that 
the United States was keeping 
troops in South Korea to block 
reunification with communist 
North Korea. They called for 
immediate reunification with the 
north. 

“Let’s inflict an irrevocable de- 
feat on U.S. imperialism and 
advance the unification of our 
fatherland," said student leader 


|m Cbong-Suk. “We pledge to 
• the 


fight for She withdrawal of U.S. 
troops 


China Muslims protest ‘Sexual Customs’ 


BELTING (agencies) — ‘ About 
2,500 Chinese Muslims chanting 

Punish China’s Rushdie" mar- 
ched through Beijing Friday de- 
manding that two editors be im- 
prisoned for publishing a book on 
the sexual habits of Muslims. 

‘These men must be jailed,” 
said Li Jing, a Uigfaur Turk from 
the Central Academy of Nationa- 
lities and a loader of the protest. 
“If they disappeared from the 
face of the earth, we would be 
happy.” 

The protest came a day after 
Iranian President Ali Khamenei 
told a news conference in Beijing 
that Iran still demands tbe execu- 
tion of British author Salman 
Rushdie, who is accused of blas- 
pheming Islam in his novel “The 


Satanic Verses.” 

In an unusually fast report, 
Beijing’s afternoon newspaper, 
the Beijing Evening News, re- 
ported the demonstration. It said 
the book had been banned in 
Beijing "because it has hurt the 
unity of China's minorities." 

“The city Communist Party 
committee and city government 
clearly stated that this book must 
be swiftly suppressed.” tbe news- 
paper said. 

The marchers said their unpre- 
cedented demonstration had no 
connection with the wave of pro- 
democracy student demonstra- 
tions which have repeatedly 
brought Beijing’s streets to a 
standstill over the past month. 

They banded a petition to offi- 


cials of the Chinese parliament 
demanding a ban on the book, 
“Sexual Customs,” and punish- 
ment for the publisher, the Shan- 
ghai Culture publishing house, 
and its editor Gao Gupin. 

“This book is worse than ‘The 
Satanic Verses'. We will not have 
our religion insulted," said a mar- 
cher. ' 

Students said tbe Chinese book 
included articles on the sexual 
and marriage customs of Chinese 
Muslims containing derogatory 
references to the Koran and 


many errors. 

“We must defend our faith 
when it is under attack," said an 
Uzbek from west China's pre- 
dominantly Muslim Xinjiang re- 
gion. “Most of us agree with 


Iran’s death sentence on Rush- 
die, but this (the Chinese book) is 
quite a separate case. This should 
be handled under the law.” 

The book in question is a com- 
pilation of essays on the sexual 
tastes of people around the 
world. 

The section on Islam contends 
that die purpose of a pilgrimage 
to Mecca is to engage in bestial- 
ity. Jt said the domes and toweis 
of mosques symbolise human sex- 
ual parts. 

The book's editors are Han 
Chinese, the main ethnic group in 
China, comprising more than 90 
per cent of the population. They 
are apparently teachers from 
Shanxi province, but published 
the book under pen names. 


Criticism greets new British secrets act 


LONDON (AP) — Britain’s new 
official secrets act got the royal 
seal of approval Thursday while 
critics denounced it as a govern- 
ment assault on the public’s right 
to know. 

The new act has replaces the 
1911 law that made it a criminal 


offence to disclose any official 
information without authorisa- 


tion. Both continue to spark fu- 
rious debate over banning report- 
ing of British government activi- 
ties, new and old, in all forms. 

The celebrated novel “Spy- 
catcher,” the memoirs of retired 
intelligence agent Peter Wright, 
only recently was .allowed into 
Britain after a twoand-a-balf- 
year lawsuit against the govern- 


ment prevailed. On Monday, 
however, three British newspap- 
ers which published “Spycatcher" 
excerpts in 1987 were fined 
$83,500 for breaking an injunc- 
tion against it. 

While the new law retains the 
lifetime gag on members of the 
Mi5 and Mi 6 intelligence agen- 
cies, whick kept “Spycatcher" 
out of Britain for years and con- 
tinues to prevent its publication 
there, it is far more concise than 
the 1911 act. 

The original official Secrets 
Act was passed during a German 
spy scare and contained 2,000 
ways to prosecute someone for 
whispering any government fact 
from civil service’s tea intake to 


■ the fertilizer applied to Bucking- 
ham Palace's flowerbeds. 

. The new act outlaws disclosure 
of government information in six 
areas covering defence, the secur- 
ity services, crime prevention and 
detection, and international rela- 


tions. 

However, the law continues to 
shield the intelligence services 
from parliamentary scrutiny and 
lists as automatic offences the 
leaking or publicising of security 
services bugging, telephone tap- 
ping and mail interception. 

Otherwise, it requires the gov- 
ernment to prove in court that 
unauthorised disclosures made by 
journalists or the 800.000 civil 
servants, diplomats and defence 


industry workers who have taken 
an official secrets act oath, actual- 
ly damaged a branch of govern- 
ment. 

The government says that by 
shifting the burden of proof to the 
prosecution, it has enhanced dvil 
liberties. It also says tbe new law 
is an improvement because the 
receiver of unauthorised informa- 
tion is no longer liable to prosecu- 
tion. 

However, critics say the new 
law is flawed. It denies officials 
who leak information about im- 
proper or questionable govern- 
ment conduct — so-called whis- 
tle-blowers — the legal defence 
of saying that they acted in the 
public interest. 
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*s mother captivates Cannes festivat audience 


CANNES, France (Agencies) — 
Woody Alien gave the Cannes 
fiin revival a magic New York 
start ■vS:h n new recital of his 
i dirfic’j.:. relationship with his 
Jewish mother. 

The American actor directed 
and starred in ‘Oedipus 
Wrecks,” a 40-minute sketch 
in a package of three short 
films called “New York Stor- 
ies" which opened the 12-day 
festival Thursday. 

Three great-grandsons of 
screen legend Charlie Chaplin 




his life. Her constant nagging 
depresses him, affecting his 
love life and his work as an 
attorney, 

*T love her but I just wish 
she'd disappear,” Allen’s char- 
acter Sheldon says in the film. 

Sheldon's secret wish his 
granted when, at a magic 
show, she disappears into thin 
air while inside a trick con- 
tainer. 

Sheldon loses all his worries 
and becomes the perfect lover 
to his girlfriend Lisa, played by 
Ai’en'i off-screen companion 
-- -iis motheV 


iVtuiV _ . .Uip.Ui uCaCtU- 

dauts appeared together at the 
gala first night. 

Allen's film has the diminu- 
tive New Yorker worrying ab- 
out his mother's influence on 


aiiiwi uuv»»c 
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incw lurk. 


“New York Stories" begins 
with Martin Scorsese's “Life 
Lessons," a tale of tortured 
love between New York artist 
Lionel Dobie (Nick Nolte) and 


his young apprentice Paulette, 
played by Rosanna Arquette. 

The film is officially based 
on the diaries of Russian au- 
thor Dostoyevsky’s one-time 
mistress about her relationship 
with the writer. But Nolte 
hinted at a different motive at 
a Cannes news conference. 

"I know it's got something to 
do with Martin (Scorsese) but I 
won’t go any farther," Nolte 
said. 

The final BJm, “Life With- 
out Zoe,” is a family affair for 
director Francis Ford Coppola, 
written by Coppola and his 
ducchter Sf-fia. The film also 
stars his baby daughter and has 
a small pan for his father Car- 
mine, who also helped with tbe 
music. 

Filmed around some of New 
York’s best known spots like 


the Sherry Netherland hotel 
and the Russian tea room, the 
film is based on' the life of a 
famous flutist and his family. 

Coppola’s father was one of 
Italy's best-known f|ute- 
players. 

On Wednesday night, Omar 
Sharif and Anthony Quinn 
swept grandly into the Palais 
des Festivals for the black-tie 
showing of the uncut, original 
216-minute version of Sir 
David Lean’s “Lawrence of 
Arabia.” The two stars — with 
Peter OToole playing Lawreua 
— of the film ascended a stair- 
case lined with young men in 
bedouin dress. 

At a news conference Thurs- 
day, Quinn told reporters how 
he felt the previous night. 

“Last night, sitting next to 
Omar Sharif, we both said to 


each other if we made no other 
picture and had to resr on this 
picture, I would be extremely 
happy,” he said. 

“Lawrence of Arabia" and 
“New York Stories” are out- 
side the official competition, 
but 22 other films from 14 
countries are competing for the 
prestigious festival award, the 
Golden Palm, to be presented 
at the close of the festival May 
23. 

The winner will be decided 
by a 10-member jury, headed 
by West German director Wim 
Wenders. 


Film recipe 

“I don’t think there is a 
recipe for a good film," 
Wendes told reporters. “For 
me. a good film is a film that 
has found a moment of truth." 


“We are simply looking for 
films that achieve a vision... 
and certainly an idea and a 
feeling," said American actress 
Sally Field, another member of 
the jury. 

This year’s official selection, 
in which Americans hold the 
lion's share, emphasises film as 
entertainment, departing from 
last year’s festival which fea- 
tured a great many long, som- 
ber “docma d'autcur' films . 

Some say this year’s festival, 
more than in previous years, 
has its eye on the stars. 

. Film stars are everywhere on 
Cannes’ main street. La 
Croisette. 

Much awaited is Meryl 
Streep, whose face stares from 
magazine covers and newspap- 
er kiosks all over France. She 
stars in one of the most talked- 


about .movies this year, Fred 
SchepisiV “A Cry in the 
Dark," the “true srory" of an 
Australian woman accused of 
infanticide after her baby, is 
snatched by a dingo in the 
outback. 

Four American movies are 
competing for the Golden 
Palm: Spie Lee’s “Do the 
Right Thing,” High Hundson’s 
“Los Angeles," Jim Jar- 
musch’s “Mystery Train” and 
Steven Soderbergh's “Sex, 
Lies and Video Tapes," the 
director’s first full-length film. 

. Three- French movies are in 
the competition, including the 
much awaited "Trap BeJie 
Pour Tor (Too Beautiful For 
You), directed by Bertrand 
Blier and starring France’s 
favourite leading man, Gerard 
Depardieu. 




Lost coffin goes 
around the world 


gue Friday where Lee's body lay, 
cut their fingers and wrote “Pun- 
ish Roh Tae-Woo” in blood on 
placards, according to Yonhap, 
the South Korean News Agency. 

Yonhap said 7,000 riot police 
were- positioned near campuses 
and along main thoroughfares in 
Kwangju, about 280 kilometres 
south of Seoul. 


SYDNEY (R) — One thousand 
relatives and friends turned op 
for Jag Mohan Singh’s funeral fa 
Fiji but the body had been seat 
on a journey half way round the 
world by mistake, embarrassed 
airline officials said Friday. After 
Fiji-born Singh, 60, died in Syd- 
ney April 13 his family arranged 
for Australia’s national carrier 
Qantas to fly his body home for a 
traditional funeral. But when the 
relatives and friends turned up 
for the last rites, they were told 
the ceremony could not go ahead 
because the body was missing, 
said tbe dead man’s son, Hamen-- 
dra Singh. Cargo handlers at 
Fiji’s Nadi International Airport 
had failed to find the coffin which 
was stacked beneath cartons of 
fresh vegetables on the Qantas 
flight. The plane flew on to Tahiti 
and then to Los Angeles where 
the coffin was put in the airport 
warehouse. Hamendra said the 
coffin finally arrived in Fiji three 
days too late for tbe funeral 
under Brahmin religious custom 
and the rem ains where cremated. 


South Korea has been hit by a 
wave of violent protests and 
labour strikes in recent months as 
radical groups have tried to 
weaken the government But the 
radicals are not seen as a serious 
threat to the government despite 
their violent tactics. 

The Student leaders in Taejon, 
about 140 kilometres south of 
Seoul, called for the. expulsion of 
the approximately 43,000 U.S. 
troops based in South Korea 
under a mutual defence treaty. 


City builds car park 
for prostitutes, 
clients 


They charged the United States 


THE HAGUE (R) — The Dutch 
city of Utrecht has built a special- 
ly secluded car park for prostir 
rates and their clients. The car 
park, which cost $18,000, has 
nine places for cars and a few for 
bicycles and motorcycles. Each 
space is screened off on three 
sides for privacy, according to a 
city spokesman. City officials de- 
cided to build the car park when 
prostitutes in an industrial zone 
found privacy scarce as firms in- 
creasingly put up fencing to keep 
them off the premises. “Tbe 
women and their customers 
started moving into residential 
areas and many people com- 
plained," spokesman Pieter 
Huynink said. “So the dty coun- 
cil decided to see to it that they 
got a special area that was not too 
near residential neighbour- 
hoods.” Prostitution is legal fa 
rially zoned areas in most 
itch cities. 


Robbers robbed by 
burglary victim 


CRICKLADE, England (R) - 
A farmer made off with two 
burglars' getaway car while they 
were busy robbing his house, 
police stud Thursday. The two 
thieves, who had left their key fa 
the ignition, escaped on foot with 
jewellery from the farmhouse in 
southern England. Police valued 
the car they lost at £1,000 ($1,660 
— five times as much as their 
loot. 


Race wafking^gets 


79-year-old 


AUSTIN, Texas (AP) — A re- 
tired army officer who became a 
champion race-walker after 
undergoing heart surgery has 
completed a dissertation on his 
favourite sport and will get 
another laurel to add to his re- 
cord at age 79: a PhD. When the 
University of Texas awards near- 
ly 5,000 degrees May 20, Gordon 
Wallace will be there to pick one 
up along with classmates one- 
third his age. “Just because 
you’ve got a lot of years on you, it 
doesn’t mean your mind has to 
wither away," said the Prescott, 
Arizona, man. He will receive a 
doctorate in American studies’ to 
add to two master's degrees. His 
dissertation dealt with the emerg- 
ence of race walking as a sport. 
Wallace retired from the army fa 
1969 as a lieutenant colonel of 
military intelligence. He had led 
wilderness treks in all parts of the 
world. But by the time be under- 
went triple bypass surgery 13 
years ago, he could barely walk. 
“I knew I hadn’t been exercising 
the. right way, and I obviously 
needed something to get my heart 
fit,” said Wallace. 


Global 
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